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THE 


TRANSLATOR: 


PREFACE 


> 


THE following hiſtory has more 
than one claim to tlie atten- 

tion of the Engliſh. It is preſumed, 
in the firſt place, to be intirely new 
to them: and, ſecondly, through 
the varity of incident, and diverſity 
of character, it cannot fail to afford 
them much entertainment. But it 
has a ſtill greater title to their re- 
gard. For, however wonderful and 
E aſtoniſh- 
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- aſtoniſhing many of the events, W 
are related, may appear; yet they 
are not leſs true. And here let us 
ſtop to mention, that had not the 
tranflator been thoroughly aſſured 
of the verity of the original, he would 
never have fat down to have given 
a verſion of it in another language. 


ww, / wed 


Readers of novels may be divided 
into two claſſes. The one confiſts 
of the ſentimental, the ſuſceptible, /+ 
and the virtuous, If theſe can be 
ſufficiently gratiſied where they meet, 

| 


in- a book of this kind, with chaſte 
language, a probable narration, a 
juſt and varied exhibition of chatac- 
ter, ſeaſonable, conciſe, and moral 
obſervation ; in ſhort, if a pen warm- 
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ly employed in the cauſe of virtue 
can afford them any ſatisfaction, I. 
flatter myſelf, that, to ſuch perſons, 
this work will be peculiarly agreeable. 


The fecond claſs is compoſed of 
the inſenfible, and indolent ; who 
3 require a ſtrong doſe of the wild, and 
wonderful, to rouze them from their 
lethargic diſpofition. A ſtrange mix- 
ture, or jumble, of characters and 
events mult be prepared to ſuit their 
8. depraved palates. Perhaps, how- 
ever, curiolity may ſtimulate ſome of 
this claſs to purchaſe this book ; and, 
if, after they have peruſed a page or 
two, they ſhould treat it with diſ- 
Gain, it is not to be wondered at. For 
being addreſſed only to minds ca- 
pable of ſentiment, how can it affect 
fuch 
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ſuch as are wholly wanting in that 
. 


The Tranſlator will ſay a little for 
himſelf; believing, that to ſpare ſelf- 
adulation is not only modeſt, but 
generally prudent. For an author 
coining his own praiſe, never yet 
ſtampt ſterling value on a ſorry per- 


formance. The Tranſlator, there- 
fore, ſubmits this verſion, not in the 


common cringing way of writers, 
to the candour of the public, but to 
their reaſon and judgment: and he 
only hopes that his language may be 
intelligible; and that he may ap- 
pear to haye done juſtice to his 
author, 
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Raſara's Reaſons for writing theſe Memoirs. 
Account of ber Birth and Extrattion. 


Promiſed to publiſh the me- 
moirs of my life this year : 
and the world threatens me 

with its diſpleaſure, if I do 
not keep my word, Female caprice 
brought me under this obligation to. 
the public : but to acquit myſelf of 
Vol. I. B ſuch 


% 


2 MEMOIRS of 
ſuch an engagement with credit, requires 
all the ſteadineſs and reflexion of a phi- 
loſopher. It would be a happy thing, 
if, in the man y inadvertent ſteps we 
take, it were always permitted us to 
recede! To drop, nevertheleſs, ſome 
enterprizes, 1s more- hazardous, than 
a total failure in the execution of 


them. . 


Could I. talk with mankind one by 
one, I doubt not but I could convince 
them, that it was not only allowable in 
me, but even a point of decorum, to 
decline the taſk I have impoſed upon 
myſelf, of giving to the world my nu- 
merous adventures. But, as this is im- 
practicable; and as I can only addreſs 
myſelf to ſociety in general; I ſhall not 
regard the conſequences of my publica- 
tion: it is my duty to keep my word, 
tho' even at the expence of incurring 


fome ridicule, 
Perhaps 


Perhaps, unfavourable conjectures 
have been formed of me, from the title 
which, I ſaid, I intended for theſe me- 
moirs. 'Some, it is probable, have given 
out, as they are not yet publiſhed, that 
I was aſhamed to write a hiſtory of my 
own frailties. Others, putting a diffe- 
rent conſtruction upon this delay, may 
have conjectured, that I wanted to draw 
my own panegyric ; but, that my ta- 
lents had proved unequal to my de- 
ſign. Whatever arguments I might 
make uſe of to confute thoſe critics, 
who may paſs either of theſe judg- 
ments .on me, how few ſhould I gain 
over to the truth ! how little weight 
would my ſolid reaſons have, in oppoſi- 
tion to the tattle of malice, and the freaks 
of imagination ! I am not diſpoſed to 
fatter myſelf: for I know the reader will 
find my life attended with fuch circum- 
ſtances only as have happened to ma- 


ay others of my age and ſex: circum- 
B 2 ſtances 
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ſtances, which neither inſpire me with 
vanity, nor fill me with ſhame. 


Some of my conntry-women wrote 
memoirs of their lives, which met with. 


a favourable reception both in Italy, and 
elſewhere. Their ſucceſs raiſed emo- 
tions of female envy in my breaſt; and 


determined me, likewiſe, to give an ac- 
count of myſelf, that my name, as well 
as theirs, might be handed down to po- 
ſterity. 


As my profeſſion, too, expoſed me 
to a thouſand adventures, a relation of 
them, I imagined, might afford enter- 
rainment to the gay faſhionable reader. 
And, in the narration of the various cir- 
cumitances of my hiſtory, I thought, I 
could there take the opportunity of cen- 
veying inſtruction to thoſe minds, which 
are averſe to it, when delivered in a 


RA and more ſcholaſtic manner. 
Theſe 
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Theſe were the reaſons for a promite 
which I could with, at preſent, had 
never been made. But we do not al- 
ways think maturely before we ſpeak : 
and our thoughts themſelves have not 
ſtability enough to. ſecure us from re- 
gret, 


To form the very title of a book, 
is not ſo eaſy a matter as ſome people 
may ſuppoſe : but to treat the ſubject 
of it with good ſenſe, and proper ſpirit, 
is a difficult and arduous achievment. 
The world abounds with books, the 
titles of which are like the ſigns of inns; 

which ennumerate the entertainment, 
but the paſſengers who put up there, 
find in the end none of thoſe accomoda- 
tions, which were promiſed them. Thus 

a pompous title page often ſets forth 
very fine things: but if you pore your 
eyes out over the whole volume to which 

it is perfixed, you will not find a ſyllable 

B 3 ol 
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of what you expected from the literary 
bill of fare. When a new ſhip is juſt 
ready to be launched, then, perhaps, 
and not ſooner, her owners think of a 
name for her, to diſtinguiſh her from 
other veſſels : ——I am apt to imagine 
that many modern books are managed 
the ſame manner by their authors, 


If the Italian ladies, who have lately 
written their own memoirs, had not 
anſwered the expectation of the public, 
by fulfilling the engagements of their 
title-pages, I ſhouid have had no ſcru- 
ple to put my abilities to the teſt, and 
endeavoured to acquit myſelf with more 
honour than they had done. But their 
productions, as far as I can find, have 
given full, and univerſal ſatisfaction; 
and that circumſtance damps my hopes 
in the preſent undertaking; as I fear 
I ſhall not come off with equal credit. 
do not queſtion but their education, 

though 
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though they have not told us what it was, 
had made writing familiar to them: and 
their reſpective memoirs were not, I dare 
ſay, the firſt of their compoſitions. I 
need not declare to a world which 
knows me but too well, that my prac- 
tice in writing has been confined to a 
few letters, dictated rather by neceſſity, 
or paſſion, than by any ambitious views 
of acquiring fame with the literati of 
the age. How then ſhall I ſet about 
the difficult taſk of writing my ad- 
ventures with that agreeable eaſe, the 
want of which will ſink their reputation, 
when they are compared with other 
works of the like nature ! and yet how 
can I decline it, if no excuſe of inſuffi- 
ciency will be admitted, after taking 
upon me ſuch an engagement 
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We ought of two evils to chuſe the 
leaſt. I had rather, then, do my utmoſt, 
and be pitied, than refuſe to do what 1 
ought, and be deſpiſed. The dilemma 
to which I am reduced, is painful to ſelf 
love, I muſt either break my word 
with the public, or make a poor figure 
in keeping it: but I am determined to 
ſacrifice vanity to truth.—T have already 
my pen in my hand; and am going to 
diſplay the hiſtory of my life; and throw 
myſelf once more upon the wide theatre 
of the world, in which f6rtune, ſome 
time ago, had kindly taken me. In 
the following pages, I ſhall appear 
in a very different light from what I 
ever did in the ſcenes of any drama. 
There the world beheld me in my beſt 
aſpect; and in a point of view, which in 
a manner forced their approbation, 
Here they will ſee me through another 
medium: through ſuch a one as the 
truth of my hiſtory will afford them. For 

I 
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I will not violate ſincerity to compli- 
ment myſelf. 


A female writer is intitled to ſome 
indulgence, though ſhe ſhould not have 
the good fortune to pleaſe. But if ſhe 
attempts to pleaſe by her veracity : while 
that veracity. exhibits her in a diſadvan- 
tageous light, ſne ſeems, in the eye of 
candour, to be intitled to praiſe, even 
for her weakneſs. Animated with this 
reflexion, I begin my work: and, inſtead 
of ſuing for the compaſſion of my 
readers, I only defire their confidence. 
When they are about to peruſe this book, 
I. beg they may not. ſuppoſe that they 
are going to read a romance. No, I pre- 
ſent them with an account of ſuch events 
as really befell me: and which, tho“ 
they may excite admiration through 
their appearance of extravagance, have- 
no leſs claim to their attention from their 
veracity, I ſhall not ſpin theſe memoirs; 
B £5 out 
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out to an immoderate length: neither 
do I intend to ſwell the contents of them 
tediouſly, or artfully ; but dwell only 
on ſuch facts as are intereſting and ma- 
terial, 


I am now thirty years of age. But it 
1s not my intention to print a journal of 
all that time: fince I can ſcarcely ſay 
that I have lived in the world more 
than four of thoſe years. For ſo long 
only have I been known in it, I might 
compriſe the hiſtory of all the reſt in ob- 
ſerving, that I was born; that I grew; 
that I led my life like the majority of 
mankind, merely to be one in the num- 
ber of human creatures; and made ſome 
progreſs every day towards death. Con- 
fining mylelf, therefore, to the ſhort ſpace 
of four years, I ſhall ſpeak but very 
briefly of the occurrences of the other 
part, that may not weaken the effect of 
the ſtriking objects in my picture ; and 

fatigue 
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fatigue my reader with a chronicle of 
trifles, which cannot diſtinguiſh me from 
the loweſt and moſt inſignificant of my 
ſex. It my name be known in the 
world, I am indebted for it to my pro- 
feſſion, without which I ſhould never 
have undergone the fate, that has 
coſt me many ſorrows : and may afford 
ſome uſeful inſtructions to thoſe, who 
vouchſafe it their obſervation, On this 
profeſſion, therefore, I muſt beg leave 
to expatiate : for on it alone depends 
the intereſting anecdotes, or, to ſpeak. 
dramatically, the plot of my life. 


Nature, in forming me, beſtowed no 
remarkable charms : anc, though our 
vanity is apt to ſooth us with many de- 
luſions, yet on examining myſelf in my 
glaſs, I could never anticipate future 
conqueſts. My features, my complex- 
ion, and my perſon, have, indeed, no- 
thing in them diſzgreeable, or diſguſt- 

B 6 ng 
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ing: but then they have nothing par- 
ticular, or ſtriking, that might have pro- 
miſed me a diſtinguiſhed reception a- 
mong men. The only uncommon en- 
dowment that I believed myſelf poſ- 
ſeſſed of in my very early years, was an 
elevation of mind, ſuperior, as it were, 
to myſelf: which was continually flat- 
tering me with the hopes of a noble for- 
tune. As ſoon as I was capable of re- 
flexion, I perceived myſelf ſurrounded 
with low and mortifying objects. But I 
had the ſatisfaction of ſpurning them a- 
way, in fancy, as not made for me: and 
a ſtrong impulſe often fired me with the 
preſage of better things. 


I have obſerved, by the proceſs of ex- 
perience, that this 1s the moſt powerful 
incitement to make us riſe from nothing 
into eminence. Nature, who is the com- 
mon mother of us all, cannot make us 
all equal in birth: for in that ſhe de- 

| pends 
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pends on fortune, who is either blind, 
and without reaſon; or, at leaſt, certain- 
ly gives us no account why 1n her pro- 
ceedings, ſhe dubs a man a lord, or a 
plebeian, in ſuch a prepoſterous man- 
ner. Yet kind nature neglects us not. 
Shedoes all ſhe can; and, indeed, all that 
ſhe ought; to compenſate for this 
diſadvantage, by inſpiring us with an 
ardent vigour of mind, which makes us 
feel her gifts, and avail ourſelves of them 
in ſpite of the capriciouſneſs of Fortune. 
He who is ſtrongly inſpired with theſe 
feelings, and exerts himſelf with perſeve- 
rance, generally removes every obſtacle, 
that ſtands betwixt him, and the object 
he has in view. A perſon born in a cot- 
tage is not mean, provided he ſoars a- 
bove his condition : while darting from 
obſcurity, by the force of ſentiment and 
talents, he aſſerts his inherent privileges 
and. vigorouſly diſputes the precedence 


with his fellow beings. 
Call 
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Call this ambition, or what you pleaſe; 
it is always laudable, till it exceeds the 
bounds. of virtue. To this natural | 
throb for fame, is the world indebted 
for thoſe exalted ſouls of antient and 
modern times, who have conferred on. 
it its moſt ſubſtantial worth, and its. 
brighteſt ſplendour. If Providence has 
given us this animated frame, we may 
laugh at the blunders of chance: for 
we have it hourly in our power to cor- 
rect her irregularities, If any perſon be 
aſhamed of his humble parentage, let 
him not ſpend his time in idle lamefta- 
tion: but let that very ſhame. incite ac- 
tivity. . Let him ſoar from the ground; 
and ennoble his birth by his actions. If by 
them he raiſe himſelf a name in the 
world, his birth will either be more 
ſpoken of; or it will only be mentioned 
to give a foil to thelivelier, and brighter 
colours of his life. 
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I ſpeak thus from experience: for 1 
have not the confidence to give myſelf 
out for a deſcendant of Eneas. But the 
eſteem, with which I have been favoured 
by fociety, has relieved the pain that I 
felt for my extraction. I would here 
enter without a bluſh into a minute de- 
tail of my pedigree, if I knew more of it 
than Ido. When l firſt became acquainted 
with myſelf, I had a very confuſed idea 
of my parents; and did little more than 
conclude, that I was not ſprung, like a 
Druid, from an Oak. I found myſelf in 
the hands of ſtrangers, but very diſcreet 
people, who treated me like a daughter: 
and, therefore, I cared little who, or 
where, my parents were, What I know 
of them, I learned ſince : and it is pro- 
per that I ſhould here give an account of 
it; becauſe ſome lights neceſſary, to the 
underſtanding of theſe memoirs, and the 
extenuation of my own imperfections, 


muſt be deduced from their characters. 
| | CHA P. 
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CHAP. II. 


Character of Roſara's Parents. Source 
of ber Adventures deduced from 
thence. 


M* father was one of thoſe men, 

who, finding their circumſtances 
narrow, fall upon a thouſand ſchemes 
to get a ſupport. His life was a ſcene 
in which he played a hundred different 
parts: for he had not ſteadineſs enough 
to obtain that good fortune which he 
was always eagerly in queſt of. As 
he was ever paſſing from one ex- 
treme to another, his occupations were 
very temporary; as he ſoon grew alike 
tired of them all, and was extremely 
murable in his deſires. In every, coun- 
try to which he travelled, (and he viſited 
ſeveral) he took a different name; and 
appeared 
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appeared in a different character. When 
I was jeſting with him in the more 1e- 
rene moments of my life, I ſometimes 
told him, that I was the daughter of a 
Proteus, who metamorphoſed himſelf 
every moment,—-I might have given 
my wretched birth any air I thought 
proper. — I might have ingeniouſly - 
called myſelf the daughter of a mer- 
chant, a gentleman, an Italian, a fo- 
reigner, a rich, or a poor perſon : be- 
cauſe in fact my father had cut all theſe 
different figures in the world. There 
happened once, in a very large compa- 
ny, to be ſome perſons who had ſeen my 
father perſonate ghe phyſician at Naples, 
the lawyer at Meſſina, the bone: ſetter at 
Capua, the ſcholar at Rome, the foot- 
man at Milan, the mountebank at Tu- 
rin, and the prompter to the opera in the * 
theatres of Florence, and Piſa. In all 
thoſe ſtations, he acquitted himſelf bur 
poorly; and continued in them but a ſhore 

time. 
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time. For ever ſtruggling with want, 
he applied himſelf to every thing : be- 
cauſe agreeably and prudently he could 
apply himſelf to nothing. In. his firſt 
exhibition of himſelf, he had a preſence 
of mind, and a frankneſs of manner, 
which impoſed upon thoſe with whom 
he converſed; and gave him a temporary 
credit : but he wanted a fund of know- 
ledge, and talents, to fix himſelf after- 
wards in the good opinion of mankind. 


In talking of himſelf, he ſometimes, 
- even deceived me : though I had been 
taught by long experience to give no 
credit to what he ſaid. Equally ready 
to. make large promiſes without ever 
keeping his word; to undertake 
every thing, without executing any 
thing; to do, and undo, in the ſame 
breath; and to make an aſſertion in one 
minute, and contradict it.in the next. 
He ſhewed not the leaſt bluſh, or appre- 

henhon. 
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henſion, leſt his falſohood ſhould be de- 
tected: as if the world was blind 
enough not to ſee his impoſtures; or was 
too much awed by his importance, to 
check him with its reproaches. 

He did, indeed, ſee ſome rays of pro- 
pitious fortune: becauſe manypeople 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſeduced by firſt 
appearances. But ſuch lucky hits, in- 
ſtead of compoſing him, and mak ing 
him diſcreet, intoxicated his weak brain: 
and his own giddineſs plunged him again 
into adverſity, Obſerving, that in the 
moſt rugged circumſtances, he always 
found ſome relief in the credulity, and 
candour of others, he grew more care- 
leſs, and raſh in ſacrificing preſent ad- 
vantages to viſionary plans of future. 
greatneſs, Preſumptious to an excels, 
and imagining that he ſhould one day 
infallibly be famous, I doubt not but 
he portrayed in the delirium of his 
fancy, 


is Tt hid | 
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fancy, that he was ſo neceſſary to the 
wortd, the Kings of Europe would 
ſome time, or other, go to war, to deter- 
mine the poſſeſſion of him for their mi- 
niſter. According to him, all men were 
blind: and as they did not endeavour 
to know him, they were not worthy of 
him. | 


Amidſt theſe magnificent ideas he 
held a daily, and cruel conflict with hun- 
ger, cold, and want: but he ſtill main- 
tained his inward tranquillity, For in 


the contemplation of his prodigious abi- 


lities, he was rich, great, and happy. His 
invention was exerciſed every day in 
hunting for a dinner, or ſupper : and, if 
he had at any time ſecured a day's good 
living, the world might go to wreck « it 
was of no conſequence : he had time 
enough to think of its caſe :-to collect, 
ul cement itz ſcattered fragments. 


Such. 
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Such was the character of this flighty 
man, who thought himſelf the viſeſt 
perſon in the world; becauſe his wild 
projects were ſometimes approved of. 
What heaimed at, in all his undertakings, 
was to live without the trouble of any 
application. This view often' made him 
think of repairing his bad circumſtances 
by putting himſelf in a ſituation, which 
in the end would be actually worſe, 
though he foreſaw not its effects. Find- 
ing himſelf once under great difficulties, 
and unable to extricate himſelf by all his 
dexterity, he thought he could not pro- 
vide better for his neceſſities than by 
taking a wifey at a time even when he 
could not ſupport himelf. Such kind of 
marriages are but too frequent. There 
are ſome who, if they can but patch up 
their affairs for thepreſent with a wife's 
fortune, never give themſelves leave to 
think of the inconveniencies, which muſt 
of courſe follow ſuch a precipitate ſtep. 


When 


% 


22 MEMOIRS / 


When we muſt either drink or 


Choak, we are little ſenſible of the 


rackiſhneſs of Sea-water. If women 
do not examine with circumſpection the 
matches that are offered them, they may 
be inſnared by men, who ate wholly in- 
different, how much miſery they entail 
upon a wife, provided they may procure 
for themſelves a little reſpite from their 


original poverty z or from the diſtreſs, 


do him the beſt: and fraud was the on- 


which their licentious practices have 
brought upon them. 

My Father conducted himſelf in this 
manner. For he married my mother 
to repair his ſhattered circumſtances, 
without conſidering what S ould become 
either of her or of me, who were to ſuf- 
fer the conſequences of this indiſcretion, 
As he thought of nothing. in marriage 
but augmenting his finances, the firſt 
woman with a fortune that offered was 


ly 
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ly engine he made uſe of to accompliſh 
his deſign. For he did not endeavour to 
gain her by more worthy means. The 
little fortune ſhe brought him did not 


Jaſt the whole time of her firſt pregnan- 


cy : and as [ came into the world at 
this melancholy period, I flatter myſelf, 
that I was no ſooner born than compal- 
ſionated even by the unthinking mortals 
who gave me being. 
Perhaps my father could not ſtand the 
tender ſight. For he left my mother and 
mylelf a tew days after I was born ; and 
we received no account of him for a con- 
ſiderable time after. In this pious light 
let me place his cruel deſertion of us. 
For a father is always a father: and a cer- 
tain reverence is due to him, even in his 
wildeſt irregularities. Heaven, who in- 
ſpires me with this ſentiment is my aw- 
ful witneſs, that, in drawing this charac- 


ter of him for the eyes of the public, 
in 
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in colours very unfavourable to him, 
and poſſibly diſadvantageous to myſelt, 
I have felt all that compunction which a 
daughter can feel for ſuch a deed. But, 
Oh! ſelf-love ! thou ſtrong, thou buſy, 
thou conſtant ſpring of kann actions. 
I thought myſelf under a neceſſity of 
making him culpable to procure appro- 
bation for myſelf, by ſpeaking the truth. 
The abandoning a wife, to whom he 
would have owed much, had he employ- 
ed the money he got with her'to the re- 
eſtabliſhment of his affairs, was a crime, 
which ever after ſeemed to haſtenthe di- 
vine vengeance upon his guilty head. 
To abandon an infant but a few days 
old at, the breaſt of her mother, whom 
he had already plundered, and who was 
very unfit to redreſs her calamities and 
mine, was a heavy misfortune to me: of 
which I have long felt the effects; and 
round which the clew of my adventures 
is neceſſarily wound. 


5 Perhaps 
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Perhaps, they would not have been 
ſuch as they were, if I had been bleſſed 
' with one of thoſe mothers to whom chil- 
dren owe more than to a father. There 
are women in the world, of a ſpirit ſu- 
perior to their ſex ; who ſee, as I may 
fay, in'the midſt of darkneſs ; who can 
be calm, in the midſt of a ſtorm; and 
even active to gain a port in ſafety. 
My mother, alas! was not of this cha- 
rater : for, to give you her picture in 
miniature, ſhe was juſt as inanitnate 
and ſpiritleſs, as my father was alert and 
enterprizing. Had any one been deſi- 
rous to have made a match between 
two perſons, of tempers diametrically 
oppoſite, he might have travelled over 
rhe world before he would have found 
a pair ſo fit for his purpoſe. Chance, 
whimſical, extravagant chance, brought 
about this marriage, which, however, 
ſeemed rather the effect of long, and 

Voc. I. 'C induſtrious 
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indaſtrious contrivance, exerted to ex- 
cite public laughter. 


My mother was of very low ſtature, 
and ill-ſnaped; ſhe had nothing toler- 
able about her but her complexion. I 
know not what her education had 
been ; but her manners were altogether 
plebeian. Her tongue was extremely 
voluble, and ſhe ſpoke whatever came 
uppermoſt. She dealt out compliment, 
and rudeneſs with equal unconcern, as. 
if ſhe had been incapable of diſtin- 
guiſhing between good and evil. She 
took pleaſure in enumerating my fail- 
ings, nay, ſhe even frequently inſulted 
me without the leaſt provocation. 
Her mere love of flander made her 
forget the dictates of nature, which 
bids us caſt a veil over the defects of 
others, whenever they redound in any 
degree, to their ſhame. Were I praiſed. 
in her hearing, that. praiſe immedi- 

ately 
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ate ly called forth her bittereſt, and moſt 
injurious calumny. Were I ever deſi- 
rous of keeping any of my intentions 
ſecret, an, that very account, ſhe was. 
ſure. to diſcloſe them. Did I conjure 
her to favour me with a truce from diſ- 
putes, with a little quiet, with a little 
ſolitude? he wanted no ſtronger mo- 
tive to wrangle with, and plague me 
the more. | 


Whether this abſurd behaviour pro- 
ceeded from envy of my natural advan- 
tages, or from imbecility of mind, 
which made the difference betwixt us 
too high a diſcovery for her; certain 
it is, I had always in my mother, an 
enemy at my ſide, who bore an impla- 
cable reſentment againſt my happineſs. | 
This was the point of view in which I 
ſaw her every day, and which every 
day pierced my heart. As for her 
other taults, which were very nume- 

we 3” rous 
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rous, I looked upon them as trifles, in 
compariſon with her want of natural 
affection. A lover of idleneſs, and to- 
tally unfit for any employment, it was 
no wonder that ſhe was unwilling to 
do any thing; and that ſhe marred every 
work ſhe put her hand to. If ſhe 
reached a glaſs, ſhe inevitably broke 
it, in replacing it, either through ne- 
gligence or deſign. If you begged of 
her any little domeſtic ſervice, which 
obliged her to quit the ſpot where ſhe 
ſupinely ſtood with her arms acroſs, 
ſhe upbraided you with not ſuffering. 
her to enjoy a moments eafe, and loaded' 
you with her imprecations. _ 


But by her account of the matter, 
J was rather her miſtreſs, than her 
child. And ſhe always had the com- 
mand of tears, ready to enforce her 
complaints. She was of a diſpoſition 
_ diametrically oppoſite to mine, for 
| while 
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while I was inſpired with ideas far ſu- 
perior to my condition, ſhe. entertained 
the moſt groveling ſentimepts. Her 
favourite amuſement was to ſtand at 
the door from morning to night, and 
converſe with every neighbour, how 
ever mean. If I expreſſed. any diſap- 
probation of ſuch conduct, even in the 
gentleſt manner, ſhe, and her reſpec- 
table ;companions, at their next meet- 
ing, were ſure to bring my whole life 
to a minute and ſovers trial, 

Though e a. | arrived at maturer 
years, and improved my ſituation in 
life, I took all the care of her, which 
gratitude dictated to me, yet, I never 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee her content 
and ſhe forgot that ſhe had always 
done every thing in her power to ren- 
der me unhappy. So little was I in- 
debted to her for my education, that 
the ſtate in which I am at preſent, is in 
C 3 conſequence 
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conſequence of her cruelty. Let me 
obſerve here that, when I was grown 
up and ſaw her again, I did not know 
her to be my mother, and when ſhe 
convinced me that ſhe was, a deep 
bluſh overſpread my face; I ſhall not 
determine whether upon her account, 
Or * ( fg: 190 Hanel 


— My mother left me in my tender 
years to ſhift for myſelf; fo chat when 
I was at the age of ten, I found my- 
ſelf in the hands of people who were 
not at all related to me, but who, took 
as much care of me, as if I had been 
their daughter. If I had not previ- 
oufly informed my readers of the ſtrange 
conduct of my parents, my education 
would partake: a great deal of the 
marvellous. My ſincerity however, in 
unfolding my origin, will, I truſt, pro- 
cure me credit for the reſt of my nar- 
rative. J am fully ſatisfied that birth 

| copters 
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confers no merit; and when I pro- 
poſe to write a hiſtory of myſelf, no- 
body will expect a geneaology of one 
of the moſt illuſtrious families in Eu- 
rope. This being allowed, let any 
one who favours theſe memoirs with a 
peruſal, conſider attentively from what 
an obſcure beginning, I have mounted 
up to my preſent advancement: and I 
think he will not refuſe me his moſt 
benign approbation; ſince I have built 
my reputation and my fortune, on the 
honourable foundation of virtue. 
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CHAP. III. 


Roſara enters into a Company of Rope: 
Dancers.—The Progreſs [he makes in 

. that Profeſſion ;, and her Situation with 
reſpectb to the Company, her A 
and the Public. 


F ORSAKEN by my father, while 
in the cradle, and not a long time 
after, by my mother ; I aſked alms one 
day of an honeſt man at Naples, wha 
was humane enough to take me to his 
houſe. This perſon was the head of 
a company of rope-dancers, who ex- 
hibited their art to that populous city 
with no ſmall ſucceſs. What he ſaw 
in me to move his compaſſion I know 
ot: Perhaps my ſhape and manner, 
made him imagine, that I might be of 

ſome ſervice to him in his profeſſion : 
Perhaps the pure humanity of his diſ- 
poſition 
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poſition prompted him to do me good; 
and to ſcreen me from the cruel dif- 
aſters, to which a young female, in 
ſuch a ſituation as mine, is expoſed. 

However chat e be, 1 found my- 
plenty; and the new kind of life which 
TI began to lead with him, tranſported 
me ſo highly, that it made me even 
forget in mother. A girl actua- 
ted by, the impulſe of youth, and 
bold through inexperience, would ra- 
ther follow a calling of this nature, 
though at the hazard. of her neck, than 

fit in eaſe and ſafety at her ſtocking, 

or her om. E in particular, as A as if 
my compoſition had been of mercury, 

could not endure to be out of action, 
for a ſingle moment. The natural: 
thoughtleſſneſs of that age, did not: 

ſuffer me to make any ſerious reffecti- 

youn nor, had J reflected ever fo: ma- 
t Cs turely, 
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turely, would, the dangers of that yo 
cation have deterred me from it. 


I own, when I afterwards. revolyed 
the affair in my mind, I thought L 
might have engaged in ſome better 
employment: Our vanity is as 
powerful as our other paſſions, _ The 
good, and the great, ſoon ſtrike the eye 
even of thoſe who have but a confuſed 

ea of them, becauſe they * ſee, them. 
at a diſtance- Had I become the firſt 

rope- dancer, in Europe, I ſtill ſaw very 
clearly that 1 ſhould never be upon a 
very reſpectable footing, in a world, 
where ſo many mage A ſuperior figure, 
in a, hundred other profeſſions. Be- 
| des the purſuing this trade, was a 
| thorny path, which my particular cir- 
cumſtances rendered more painful. 
However, to live we muſt do ſome- 
thing: Reaſonable people will not lay 
to our charge the caprices of fortune. 
There 
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There are individuals in every way of 
life, who inſtead of being depreſſed by 
it, do honour to it. Our memory is 
more eminently characterized by our 
moral qualities, than by our neceſſities, 
and occupations. It is not always in 
our power to chuſe one profeſſion; in 
preference to another; but on ourſelves- 
alone it depends, to ſignalize ourſelves, 
in any profeſſion, by virtuous actions. 


Theſe were the e that 
made a caſt of life ſupportable to me, 
in ſome reſpects, which, in others, 
only humbled my vanity.. I will. not 
preſume to ſay what dexterity F had 
acquired in my profefſion, during the 
five years. I applied to it with. all poſ- 
ſible diligence and application: Howe- 
ver, I may venture to declare, that when 
I was fifteen years of age, I had made 
a © conſiderable progreſs, for J per- 
ceived, that I Was diſtinguiſhed" from 
the 
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the other girls of our company; and 
our maſter took particular notice of 
me. As we went from city to city, in 
the kingdom of Naples, and the Iſland 
of Sicily, 1 in the courſe of our buſineſs, 


r 


thoſe with whom 1 happened to be 
acquainted, But this, from the little 
- underſtanding I then had, I vainly at- 

tributed to my own deſerts. There are 
two means of forming a judgment in our 
intercourſe with others; I had not then 
acquired a knowledge of myſelf, and 


a knowledge of the world, 


Ihe fatal moments of experience 

arrived in time: to my misfortune 
they arrived too ſoon; for they coſt 
me afterwards many years of ſorrow. 
How ſweet, how much to be envied 
are our firſt unreflecting innocent 


years! in which we are exempt from 
2 thouſand pains! and how fooliſh, 
how - 


-- 
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how inconſiderate are we, to precipi- 
tate, as it were, by our wiſhes a mas 
turer age, which brings us under 
the dominion of thoſe paſſions that 
prove our ruin, and makes us martyrs 
to ourſelves. How melanchaly the no- 
tions of humanity, that at when- 
ever I reflect on the deplorable incon- 
ſiſtency of our ſentiments, which are 
ſo often mutually oppoling, and de- 
ſtroying each other. Every day we 
ſhudder with the fear of death, which 
we would always keep off at a diftance, 
and at the ſame time, we haſten it by 


a continual diſcontent with our pre- 
ſent ſtare, and with a longing. for the 


future, from the uncertain hope of bet- 
tering our condition. While we are 
ſtill boys, and girls, and ſubject to the 
rigorous diſcipline of our parents, we 
think a maturer time of life will never 
arrive, when we ſhall be at our own 
diſpoſal. As ſoon as a girl reaches 
this 
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this golden period, ſhe wiſhes for a 
huſband, and to be dependant upon his 
will. When ſhe has got him ſhe grows 
weary of him too, and ardently deſires 
do be relieved from her bondage. Find- 
ing herſelf, at length, by her deſires, 
and by a courſe of years, carried for- 
ward into an age more advanced than 
ſhe could wiſn, ſne would fain ſtart 
back, and grow younger; and thus her 
whole life is waſted. in wiſhing for that 
futurity which ſhe fears, and in ſollicit- 
ing the arrival of thoſe years, which, 
when they were viewed by her at a re- 
moter diſtance, filled her with n 
and horror. 


J have, likewiſe, found within my- 

ſelf, that I had my ſhare of theſe chi- 
meras. But it is too ſoon yet to diſplay 
them. If, till fifteen years of age, I 
might ſay I was content with my lot, 
though I did not think it the moſt eli- 
gible 


A ACTRESS. 39 


gible in the world: from that time I 
was ſo diſguſted with it, that ſcarce a 
moment of my life paſſed, in which 1 
did not deſire to change my ſituation. | 


Our company performed at Palermo 
with a greater run of good fortune than 


© . wfual; and my vanity flattered me that 


I was the chief cauſe of this ſucceſs; 
becauſe. I was careſſed by every body. 
Indeed, the progreſs I made for ſix 
years in my laborious employment, had 
formed me into conſiderable perfection 
for a girl of my age: yet the maſter of 
our company gave me to underſtand, 
every day, by his gentle reproof, that 1 
was not ſuch a prodigy of art as the ap- 
probation I met with made me pre- 
ſume. Whether he did this to keep me 
modeſt in the midſt of applauſes, or to 
ſooth a daughter of his who was brought 
up to the ſame buſineſs, and whom he 
was loath to have hurt by a compari- 

- 
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ſon : I well remember that his remon- 
ſtrances had very little force, when I 
confronted them with the approbation 
of the public; and in proportion as the 
latter endeared me to others, the former 
made him odious to me. 

Self. love is the moſt ſeducing of all 
orators. Where our vanity is intereſted, 
the authority of many againſt one, will 
not have its uſual force. If the pub- 
lic had not applauded me; and my maſter 
even alone had praiſed my cleverneſs, 
J ſhould doubtleſs have preferred his 
judgment to that of the whole world. 
Becauſe I was in vogue with the pub- 
lic, and was humbled only by him, I. 
concluded within myſelf, that the opi - 
nion of the multitude was the juſteſt of 
the two, and that my maſter's was mere- 
| Yy actuated by. gay and e 


Thus the ſame object diſplays gifts. 
| rent 
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rent colours, according to the medium. 
ot paſſion through which it is ſeen. E- 
very dancer and muſician, who exhibits. 
his art to public criticiſm upon the ſtage, 
cries up to the ſtars the good taſte of 
his ſpectators, if he happens to be 
praiſed by them; and, on the contrary, 
pronounces them fools and hlockheads 
if he has not the good fortune to de- 
ſerve their applauſe. I likewiſe, in my 


caſe, believed firmly, that the City of 


Palermo did me juſtice; and deemed, 
as malice and impoſture, the domeſtic 


tattle which every day filled my ears; 


and was deſigned to perſuade me, that 


the ſucceſs I enjoyed was purely owing 


to the paſſions af a young gentleman of 
Palermo, who had formed, by his pow- 
erful connexions, a party for me, and 
extorted in my favour the ſentiments of 
the town. 


This intelligence appeared to me a. 
moſt 
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moſt unqueſtionably ſtory; and ſo much 
the more as I had never obſerved that 
I had a patron of this character amongſt 
our ſpectators. Entirely abſorbed in 
the great ſcheme of improving myſelf 
in dancing on the rope, I may truly ſay 
that I had not given my perſonal charms 
place enough in my thoughts to hope 
for any conquelts from them, I was, 
as yet, too ſimple and unexperienced 
in the wide ſchool of human ceconomy, 
to imagine, that a girl of my years 
could make herſelf of more confequence 
with the men by the lightning of her 
eyes than the nimbleneſs of her feet. I 
fancied the applauſe of Palermo was di- 
rected to my ſkill; and I was a good 
deal ſurpriſed when it was told me that 
it was a tribute paid to my beauty: in 
ſhort, the grand queſtion was, whether 
I was an excellent dancer, or a capti- 
vating girl. But if people ſhould ask 
me which of theſe two characters moſt 

Le Al- 
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allured my vanity, I could not reſolve 
them, becauſe I had not as yet brought 
them into competition in my mind. 


Experience was wanting to decide 
this important doubt: for J did not 
think of making a trial, as I had not 
perceived that my face had produced 
the leaſt effect. Our company was al- 
ways founding this young gentleman in 
my ears, and teizing me about his pro- 
tection; but as 1 had never obſerved 
Wader iter who he was, I looked upon 
all this talk to be an idle pretext, which 
envy laid hold of, to depreſs me. In 
the companies which I ſhall call theatri- 
cal, to comprize them all impartially 
under one term, envy is an epidemical 
diſtemper, ſo univerſal and inevitable, 
that they are every one of them infected 
with it; nay, I may venture to aſſert, 
that without it they cannot aſſociate, nor 
continue long together. Here are ma- 
3 ny 
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ny. perſons, of different abilities, and 
different characters, conſtantly put to a 
painful competition. in which their for- 
tunes are at ſtaxe. This rivalſhip makes 
them love thoſe of the ſame fraternity 
proportionably leſs as they are more ſti» 
mulated by nature to love themſelves: 
as ſoon, as we become afraid that 
ſucceſs of another will be of prejudice to 
our advancement, we neceſſarily look 
upon him with an evil eye, we endea : 
vour to obſcure him, and we throw that 
ſtain upon his luſtre: which moſt. gratis 
fies our paſſion, A. ſinger, a player, 
or a dancer, may be a prodigy. in her 
calling; but becauſe her companions 
look upon themſelves. to be prodigies, 
though they are not eſteemed ſuch in 
the world's eye, they are for bripging 
her down to their level ; and therefore 
attribute the praiſe that me receives, to 
any other cauſe rather than to her per- 
fection i in the art. But they do not ſtop 
here; 
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here : they engage the paſſions of others 
to coincide with their own, Hence 


flow the applauſes of a ſet of prejudiced 
and infatuated gallants, who confound 


the good with the ſtriking, and, conſe- 
quently, do juſtice neither to the one, 
nor to the ether. Hence the univerſal 
approbation of a city, not produced by 
merit, but by amours, by humour, or 


perhaps by compliances yet more vile 
and ſcandalous. | 


Thus is envy wont to obſcure the ta- 
lents of my ſex, and of my profeſſion, 
Thus, I thought, it likewiſe attempted 
to obſcure mine, by giving out that I 
had admirers in Palermo, to whom I 
was indebted for the encomiums of 
the public: and yet it ſpoke truth, 
though I was altogether in the-dark, 
with regard to the fact; nor could I 


then poſſibly know what I afterwards 


became acquainted with, The rigorous 
jealouſy 
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jealouſy: with which I, was watched by 
the head of our company, kept me en- 
trely,, ſecluded; from any commerce 
with the world. My genius was not 
yet ſufficiently indulged. by cunning to 
take in objects at a diſtance from the 
ſenſes; and I ſhould never have diſco- 

vered that I had a lover, had not my 
eyes been opened by an accident which 
occaſioned me the greateſt confuſion, 
and gave riſe to the moſt painful viciſi. 
tudes of my life. 
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CHAP. IV. 


An odd Accident befalls Roſara while ſhe 
is dancing on the Rope, and brings her 
acquainted with Lord B. for whom ſhe 
begins to conceive a Fondneſs. 


WE performed, according to cuſ- 


tom, one evening at Palermo, be- 
fore a very great croud of ſpectators, 


As all of our company had ſome merir, 
they likewiſe attained the applauſe that 
was due to it. But the expectations, in 
general, were turned upon me; and I 
fancied they thought the time long till 
I ſhould iflue forth, and be diſtinguiſh- 


ed from the reſt by the moſt lively de- 


monſtrations in their favour. When it 
came to my turn to preſent myſelf, I 
was received with all the loud acclama- 
tions my vanity made me look for, If 


a bluſh at that time flew to my cheeks, 


and 
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and overſpread them, it was the effect of 
my blood, which mounted in my veins 
more briſkly than uſual, by the inex- 
preſſible pleaſure I felt in finding my- 
ſelf ſo much valued by others. 

Thoſe, who have dedicatedthemſelves 
to public exhibition, ought not to be 
deceived by thele premature applauſes; 
for they are not always ſincere and 
true. How can we thiak an encomium 
juſt that is not preceded by fome action 
of ours which may prove us worthy of 
it to thoſe who confer it? The joyous 
acclamation, with which a full room re- 
ſounds, as ſoon as one of us appear in 
the performance, may, no doubt, be 
the reſult of antecedent merit ; but it 
may, likewiſe, be the effect of a ridicu- 
lous prepoſſeſſion which that very mo- 
ment ariſes from fancy; or from the ca- 
bal of a few, who are determined to ex- 
tort applauſe for us, whether it be our 
| | | due 
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que or not. Great ſtreſs is generally 


- laid upon theſe acclamations by people 


in our ftation : and once they told very 


Far with me. But time has weaned me 


from many prejudices: and, therefore, 
I think it my duty to perſuade others 
to get rid of them, by my example; un- 
leſs they chuſe to make themſelves ri- 
diculous. 


The dreſs we put on to dance on the 


rope is known to every body. It is 
compact and ſhort, to give us freedom 


of action: but at the ſame time it is ſo 
contrived as to correſpond withthe rules 
of decency. A pair of drawers of ſilk, 
or other fine ſtuff, coming no lower 
than half the thighs, where they draw 
together, and ſit cloſe, leaves our legs 
at full liberty; in which all our dexteri- 
ty conſiſts, Thus equipped, I mounted 


the rope, ballanced myſelf, and was 
preparing by my poſition to gratify the 
Vor. I, - v6 pub- 
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How many were there of my ſpectators, 


$0 MEMOIRS of 


public expectation. A profound ſilence 
prevailed through the whole place : and 
I began already to merit its wonder and 
applauſe: wien, in the midit of a ſpring, 
my drawers came looſe: and, ſliding 


downwards, obliged me to quit my e- 


quilibre, and run the risk of breaking 


my neck, that I might not 2 what 


1 owed to modeſty. 


My hands immediately flew to my 
waiſte: my face ſtruck fire: I knew 
not where I was: and, undoubtedly, my 
good tutelary genius took charge of 


me in my deſcent, and ſecured me from 


harm. My blafhes were increaſed by 


the tumultuous cries of the people. In 


a numerous aſſembly there are different 


ways of thinking. The low, ignorant 
vulgar, know not the bounds of deco- 
rum: and the tendereſt ſubjects are a 


foundation for their licentious mirth. 


who 
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who reaped. mare pleaſure from that un- 
lucky accident, and my confuſion, than 
che fineſt dance in the world could have 
afforded, them? Their joyful. riot laſted 
| a conſiderable time: but I was not long 
\| -expoſedpoit.. For I immediately j Jump- * 
ed from the. rope, and retired into. a 
chamber at a little diſtance. As the 
noiſe and laughter of the houſe grew 
louder, my confuſion likewiſe increaſed; 
which ended, ſoon after, in a Hood of 
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Let not this appear ſtrange in a per- 
ſon of my occupation: as we are not 
enerally over delicate in like circum- 
$ 1 Let the reader call to mind 
7 what I have already remarked, that 1 
, had thus far been kept at a jealqus 
Giſtagce from any communication with 


Ce 


_ the world: and for.want of ſocial i inter- 
"courſe Was not yet hardeged againlt 1 its 
drutalit). Ni ſpoke to me in ſo 
De clear 
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clear and ſtrong a language, that human 
depravity was not authorized in my 
breaſt, by the numbers whom it had in- 
fected. The leaſt violation of decorum 
ſeemed to me an outrage, that merited 
univerſal diſapprobation. 1 thought 
this theatrical riot a ſavage inſult upon 
maiden baſhfulneſs: and all remon- 
ſtrances were urged in vain to bring 
me od on 1 Rage. wy 
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The ſpectators, with repeated clapping, 
_ recalled me to the performance: and 
our whole company who were aſſembled 
to conſole me, preſſed me much to com- 
ply with them. Some called me a poor- 
ſpirited creature, for ſuffering myſelf to 
be diſconcerted with ſuch a trifle. But 
I was deaf to all their arguments, and 
was only confirmed in my refuſal by 
them. I cannot ſay, at preſent, what 
reflexions then operated in my im agi- 
nation, to keep me obſtinate i in my reſo- 

lution ; 
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lution : becauſe the fact is now almoſt 
obliterated ji in my memory; or like an 
object viewed afar off. Perhaps I deem- 
ed the laugh of the mob a deriſion of 
this accident; and reſolved within my- 
ſelf to puniſh them, and avenge myſelf 
of their inſolence, by an oppoſition to 
their will, Perhaps, too, the natural 
timidity of my ſex aggravated the evil 
to my imagination; and made me culpa- 
ble in my own eyes for an occurrence, 
which, in juſtice could be attributed on- 


ly to e. 


Tbe truth is, that 15 8 my- 
felt again to the eyes of the public, I 
was afraid that I ſhould bluſh more 
than before : and that fear was enough 
to make me hold my determination a- 
gainſt performing any more that even- 
ing, in ſpite ofthe warmeſt exhortations. 
The affair grew ſo ſerious to me, that 
my ſobs and tears would have ſoftened the 

D 3 moſt 
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molt obdurate heart : though the peo 
ple about me began to threaten, that, if 
I would not gratify the public out of 
complaiſance, I ſhould've made to do it? 
by compulfion. Some one ftepped! 
forth in the mean time to etitertain 
them in my ſtead: and the company 
broke up that night without receiving 
any further amuſement fiom me. For 
my on obſtinacy was more Prevalerſt“ 
wich me, upon that occafton, than the 
acclamations and uproar of all Palermo. 
My grief (which may * alietle ri- 
diculous) laſted fot ſome days after: 
and no one pteſumed any longer to ex- 
poſtulate with me upon the ſubject. 
They might, indeed, have combated my 
ſullenneſs with very clear, and ſtrong 
arguments; they might have laid be- 
fore me the diſadvantages it would bring 
upon the maſter, as well as the other 
performers of our company, by diſguſt- 
ing 
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ing a city ſo well affected to us; 
and where we had been ſuch conſidera. 
ble gainers, As for me, in the agita- 
tion of mind, under which I then la- 
boured, I was very ready not only to 
ſacrifice bread, but even life urſelf, ra- 
ther than expoſe myſelf again to the 
eyes of a body of ſpectators, by whom 
J thought I had been treated with in- 
dignity ; and put to ſhame. To rid 
my imagination of this humour, perſons. 
of condition, who were not at all con- 
need with us, were-obliged to inter- 
fere: and the more willingly intereſted 
themſelves in perſuading me; as my re- 
pugnance ſeemed to them the effect of 
delicacy and uncommon virtue. 


The abject libertines, as they thought 
people of my profeſſion incapable of a 
ſenſe of honour, had pronounced me à 
ridiculous prade : and their ſentence,. 
inſtead of overcoming my reſentment, 
D 4 in- 
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- inflamed it ftill more; and riveted me 


in my melancholy ideas. All people 
do not think alike. Some do not hold 
perſons of my profeſſion in the ſame diſ- 
eſteem with others: but think that par- 
ticulars among us are endowed with a 
ſenſe of honour. Some ſuch humane 
gentlemen, moved to pity, by my ſitua- 
tion, agreed amongſt themſelves that 


they would endeavour to make me 
change my reſolution ; and, that they 


might have an opportunity of converſing 
with me freely, as they thought would 


be requiſite, at their deſire, Lady A. 


one of the principal ladies of Palermo, 
ſent her chariot for me next morning, 
and invited me to dine with her. 


1 ſaw the drift of this invitation but 
I was under a neceſſity of accepting it. 
The confuſion I was in, at the time, 


did not allow me to obſerve, that my 


companions whiſpered about it in ſecret: 
| but 
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but, if I even had obſerved it, I ſhould 
not have diſcovered the myſtery. I 
went thither, accompanied with our 
maſter, who always kept with me; and 
who was more concerned than all the 
reſt, at the removal of my determina- 
tion nat ts perform any more. I found, 
at Lady A——'s, a great many people 
of quality, who ſaluted me in the kind- 
eſt manner. They talked of nothing, 
before dinner, but me; and the misfor- 
tune that had befallen me the preceding 
evening. This was a ſure way to make 
me bluſh : but my very bluſhes gave 
pleaſure, and operated in my favour: 
for one of the gentlemen in company 


| payed me a compliment upon. them 


and begged. of his friends to wave the 
ſubject, that I might not be ne 1 


ae . OJ YOAYANT oll Ans 


Tr — 1 heard; „on. . oeca- 
Gon, ſome. broken and interrupted hints, 
| 2 25 that 
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that this. gentleman was my patron; 
but I did not pay much regard to them: 
becnuuſe my attention was taken off, by 
the civility of ſo many people; which Þ 
was obliged to return as well as I could. 
I knew not, then, who the young gen- 
tlemati was, that eſpouſed my intereſt 
more warthly than the reſt: but I have 
finte known him well. He was ſome- 
what older than myſelf : his manners 
were extremely polite, and obliging : 
the form of his face, and complexion 
were-fine, yer-manly : but his air, by 
which he was moſt' eminently diftin- 
gfiſhed, ſpoke a tender and elevated 
Wul. I eannst exactly ſay what impfe- 
ion he then made upon my mind: be. 
cn uſe this was the firſt time I was put upon 
a ſboting ir cov erlaton Vith people of 
a rank ſo ſuperior to my on; and, 
conſequently, their preſence rather in- 
fpired mne with-'uwe- than-confidence. 
However, 1 muſt E n him 

4 I with 
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with -more pleaſure than any other per- 
ſon: and in a ſhort time. I beheld him 
with more ardour than at firſt. Perhaps, 
the evident partiality, with which he 
declared himſelf in my favour, made 
him dearer to me than the reſt. The 
perſon who praiſes us, infallibly recom- 
mends himſelf to our good graces. The 
proud themſelves are bent by good offi: - 
ces; therefore it is not to be wondered 
at, if ] took a ſecret liking to the per- 
ſon, who ſcarce dropped a word in that 
company, but what, in ſome ſhape or 
mm to footh my vanity. E 434 
7 


While we were at table; which was 

a conſiderable time, I had full opportu- 
nity to remarł, morg exactiy, the civili⸗ : 
ties of the perſon who took ſuch parti- - 
cular notice of me. He could net : 
have been mare aſſuluous to a lady of 
the firſt rank : and, indeed, tltert were 
_ ladies-at table who made that ob-! 
ſervation, : 
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ſervation; either in jeſt or earneſt : thoꝰ 


I am apt to think in the latter way; 
out of envy to my good fortune, and 
by way of reproach to the gentlemen, 
who ſat next them, for their negligence. 
The genteel manner in which I was 
treated by this young gentleman, who 
was cloſe by me; and the delicate and 


temperate mirth of the reſt of the com- 


pany, on that occaſion, made me, at 
length, ſuſpect that I was the object of 


their ridicule. My timorous inexperi- 
ence led me to imagine, that ſo much 
regard was never ſhown a girl of my 


ſtation, without ſome ſiniſter, and un- 


generous view. The ſting which my 
Vanity received, at this thought, put me 
ſo much upon my guard, and threw me 


back into ſo ſhy a circumſpection, that 
at was ſoon taken notice of, by the com- 
pany: and I was gently reprimanded, 


for it. Here again the young gentle- 
than, whom they called my patron, took 


my 
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my part, attributing this reſerve to 
modeſty; and defending i it by his high- 
eſt approbation. The whole time we 
were at dinner paſſed in this chearful- 
neſs : and, I muſt needs ſay, I thought 
it very long; becauſe I was taken out of 
my ſphere ; and ſuffered a painful con- 
ſtraint, and anxiety. When I took my 
leave of Lady A——, and was going 
to return to my inn, my young gen- 
tleman again accoſted me; and asked 
me, during the little converſation we 
had together, if I would do him the 
honour to dance again, in public, that 
evening? I thought a negative was 
too harſh, upon the politeneſs ſhown 
me: and by reaſon of a certain per- 
plexity and diſorder, with which that: 
very politeneſs had affected me, I had 
not courage enough to anſwer him in. 
the affirmative. I left him with an in- 
ternal tumult and emotion, which pre- 
ſented him ever before my eyes: and 

as. 
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as I could not, in parting with him, 


give a ſatisfactory anſwer to his queſtion, 


I grew anxious, and fearful, that he 

would think me ungrateful, and deſpiſe 

me. This was an impreſſion to which 
my mind had, hitherto, been a ſtranger: 
but it ſoon became a ftrong paſſion; of 
which I did not, for ſome time, con- 
fider, nor conceive the effect. Love 
has its thorns, as well as its flowers: but 
young people are heedleſs; and it's 
flowers are more perceptible, and: at- 
bee ee a PETS bal 
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Roſara's Reſolution to beg of Lord B— 
Iso diſcontinue his Favour towards her. 
: i. mad ber Preſents, which 


8 ſoon as I returned from Lady 
4 42s, to my ovn habitation, I 
thought I was quite a different being 
from myſelf; My mind was ſo diſturbed, 
that ſomething ſeemed, to me, to be 
wanting: and yet I could not pro- 
nounce what that ſomething was. Tho? 
I was much taken up with employ- 
ment at home; yet the young gentle- 

man, who had kept near me all that 
ay; and who had publicly diſtinguiſh- 
ed me, by his complaiſance, was ever 


_ in px imagination. Nevetthey 
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leſs, I could not aſſign the cauſe of this 
uneaſineſs to his account. When I re- 
collected that he had deſired me to con- 
quer my reluctance, and dance that 
evening, I found I was not ſo much in- 
clined to heſitate, as before: and fo 
ftrongly was I diſpoſed to oblige him, 
that I almoſt wiſhed it in my power to 
do him ſome more eſſential favour. + 


Among many other unaccountahle 
perplexities, Lregretted extremely, that 
J only knew him by ſight; and that F 
was not at all acquainted wich his name; 
and quality. Hew eaſily might chis 
have been effected, with a little pre- 
fence of mind! I might have got the 
intelligence I was deſirous of, out of; 


himſelf; or I might eaſily have procu- 


red it from ſome of the family. When, 
therefore, on the- one hand 1 provoked. 
myſelf ſeverely. for my paft ſtupidity. ;. 
on the other, I thoroughly forgave. my: 


* 
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ſelf, for my preſent anxiety. I had to 


do with people, whom I knew ta be 
more dexterous and artful than my- 
ſelf. I called to mind a thouſand ſneers, 
which had been thrown out againſt me, 
with regard to a patron, it ſeems, I had, 
whom I knew nothing of: I was, in- 
deed, by many arguments, led to think, 
that this might be the very man, of 
whom I was wanting fome information. 
I was determined, however, it ſhould 
not be known, that I took the leaſt no- 
rice of his aſſiduities, leſt it might be 
ſuppoſed as an affair of gallantry betwixt 
us. I put myſelf on my guard againft 
criticuſms yet more ſevere, and malici- 
ous, In ſhort, as I was not, myſelf, 
well acquainted with my ſtate of mind, 
I was reſolved not to make the leaſt 
diſcovery of it to others; and I rather 
choſe to keep out at ſea, at the mercy 
of the winds and waves, than ſtand in 


for a harbour, full of rocks, and ſhelves, 
to 
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to the entrance of which I was a 
ſtranger. | 


Agitated with theſe ſentiments, I 
mounted the rope-that evening: which 
was to be the baſis either of my glory, or 
my ſhame. Theacclamations of the pub- 
lic, ſoon baniſhed any pain I felt, on ac- 
count of the unlucky accident that had 
befallen me the preceding day. But 
my deſtiny. threw another in my way; 
not, indeed, ſo odd as the former, 
but attended with more ſenſible and 
durable conſequences. I had not looked 
twice round upon my ſpectators, before 
my eye catched the young gentleman, 
Who had made fo deep an impreſſion 
upon my mind. He was but at a little 
diſtance from the ſtage: and his eyes 
were fixed earneſtly upon me. As ſoon 
as my looks met his, iny frame under- 
went a revolution; which even threw 
a momentary miſt before my eyes. I 
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recovered: myſelf by degrees: but, in 
ſpite of all my endeavours not to look 
at him, my eyes involuntarily fell upon 
him; and would have dwelt with plea- 
ſure there, had not the conftraint I' was 
under, from our on people, and the 
reflexions of prudence, every now and 
then, made me turn them away. 
I never happened to look toward 
nim during our performance that even- 
ing, but I · found him regarding me with 
a gentle ſmile, and encouraging me 
both with lis voice, and hands to 
gain uniuctrſab apphauſc. He had a 
number of gentlemen':along with him, 
who ſeconded his kind offices, and 
gave me very ſenſible proofs, that 
they were warm eſpouſers of my in- 
tereſt, | Then it was I perceived for 
the firſt time, that the rumouts of 
my companions. had ſame foundation; 
though I was totally innocent of the 
tact. 


—— — — —¼ | 


— x 
< AG re A — 


3 


—— 


. 


| 


KL 


FR e wü , ns, cre. — — 
— — 3 ＋ꝙ— - 
— — 
. 


What a ſtrange affair is this: 


68 ME MOI RS off 


fact. What a ſtrange affair is this, 
I immediately ſaid within myſelf,— 
and I repeated it afterwards, when I. 
was left only to my own thoughts— 


What can be the meaning of the aſſi- 
duities of this gentleman, , whom I 
never ſaw before yeſterday ; and who 
gives nd reaſon for his conduct. 


, ” q . | — 


Had I fallen upon the proper me- 


thod of reſolving. my doubts, I would 
have - aſked myſelf the meaning of 
my eagerneſs to become acquainted 
with him; and why, after having ſeen 
him at the houſe of Lady A 
I could not | get him out & my 
head. Had I known that my un- 
eaſineſs was the beginning of a paſſion, 
] ſhould have aſſigned the ſame motives 
for his behaviour, and marked the 


circumſtances of it with more juſtneſs. 
| | 1 : 
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I was not then ſuch a miſtreſs in the 
art of love, as to my coſt I was after- 
'wards and I was intitled to ſome pity, 
if I did not then underſtand human 
nature. Inſtead of availing myſelf of 
the favourable' occafions which my 
good fortune preſented, I was ab- 
ſorbed by it, in uſeleſs wonder. Nay, 
I may venture to ſay, that I was vexed 
at feeing myſelf taken notice of by 
my lover in ſuch a publick manner: 

* becauſe it only increaſed the jealouſies 
- of my maſter who, tormented me with 
- many harſh reprimands. So great 
vas my dejection, that T! uſed my ut- 

moſt efforts to conceal my penſiveneſs, 
and abſence, teſt a bad conſtruction 
ſhould} be put upon that behaviour, 

and it ſhould be interpreted the ef- 
fects of a paſſion unſuitable to my ten- 
| der We ran 


; | I muſk, levi obſerve, rl in or- 
| der 
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der to live in ꝓeace with the people, 
40 whom I thought ILowed every thing; 
and without whoſe aſſiſtance, I ſhould 
not have known: how. to diſpoſe of my- 
- +{elf, Lhad even got ſo far, as to de- 
termine to apply to the young gentle- 
man my friend, and deſire him to de- 
ſiſt from his publick apterpoſitions in 
my f. avour :+ leſt his generoſity ſhovid 
dra upon me:the reſentment of many 


others; which would be too ſenſibly 


felt by my tender mind. This reſy- 
Aution ſeemed to me to be ſo good- na- 
cured and kind, chat I concluded it would 
. how-me) mare worthy of his admira- 
tion than ever: and I' was, extremely 
-montified,, that 1. had not ſome ſafe, 
and. ready means to Pur it into execu- 
tion. 52111 2 | 
«NT Y1/09 eule GOUT a $0.22 51 
The affair was very difficult: be- 
cauſe the head of our company never 


Auitted * of me, and our people 
W N ewe 
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gave to the moſt indifferent ſtep I 
took, a ſiniſter interpretation. I thought 
of it: I weighed it ſeriouſly, and care- 
fully. But the more I thought of it, 
the leſs probabifity I a of bringing 
it about without danger. Having pak 
fed ſome days in this. perplexity, I 
met with another adventure; which 
threw me ſtill into a greater embar- 
raſsment, My companions obſerving 
how high I ſtood in the good graces 
of the city of Palermo, propoſed: that 
I ſhould collect at one of their gene- 
ral benefits; which might be of ad- 
vantage to them all, and would be no 
loſs to me. As notice was given to 
the town of this intention, they aſſem- 
bled at our place of performance on 
the appointed evening, in an extraor- 
dinary concourſe. I went from box 
to box, to reap the fruits of my expee- 
tation, and of our common labours, 
from the generoſity of the ſpectators: 


and 
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and the collection was very conſidera- 
dle. For they all ſeemed to vie 
with each other, in giving me marks 
of their benevolence upon this occa- 
ſion. When I came to the box of my | 
patron, I found my blood run cold in „ 
my veins; and I remained con founded 
for ſome time to ſuch a degree, that 

he ſpoke ſome words to me, before 

1 knew what he ſaid. But well I know, 

that, whilſt he put ſome pieces of 

gold into the baſon, which I held with J 
one hand, he ſlyly ſlipt into the other, 
a pretty large packet: and by that un- 
expected legerdemain, I was more con- 
founded than before. 


Struck with what had happened, 
though none had obſerved it, I paſſed 
him immediately, and proceeded in 
my collection. Simple, and aſtoniſhed 
as I was, I clearly ſaw that the affair 
demanded ſecrecy: and I was moſt em- 
; | | baraſſed 
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barraſſed how I ſhould keep it from 
the eyes of the ſpectators, and from 
any diſcovery. I put it into my pocket, 
as conveniently as I could: it ſeemed 
remarkably heavy. Ardently did I 
long for the time, that I could ſatisfy 
my curioſity in private; and ſee what 
it was: Even this, was not ſo eaſy. I 
could not expect to be alone, and free 
from any witneſs till my hour of going 
to bed, In good time, this hour, how- 
ever, came; When I found myſelf ſe- | 
cure from the inquiſitive eyes of my 
companions, I retired into a corner 
of my chamber, and haſtily pulled out 
the packet to gratify my impatience. | 
I broke open the ſeal: I untied it: I | 
unfolded it: and, to my ſurprize, I 
found it contained a gold repeating | 
watch, of moſt curious workmanſhip; = 
As it was the firſt time I had one in |; 
my hands, the reader will eaſily ima- | 
' gine, that I admired it prodigiouſly; , 
Vol. 1 E and | 
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and examined it very minutely. 1 
muſt, nevertheleſs, here take notice, 
that I knew it to be a watch; becauſe I 


had often ſeen thoſe machines before; | 


but I did not know it to be a repeater ; 


my knowledge reached not ſo far: and 


a droll accident happened afterwards, 
through this ignorance, which coſta me 


ſome pain. 9 


It may be cafily ſuppoſed, that this 
preſent from my benificent patron, 


gave me a good dral of pleaſure; but 


that pleafure was preſently imbittered 
by the grand thought how to keep it, 
without being detected by my compa- 
nions; or without-noiſe and - reproach, 
in caſe they found it out. This was 
the rock againft which my: felieity 
ſtruck; and I was in a maze a full half 
hour, without knowing on what to re- 
folve. What ſhall I do, ſaid I to my- 
felf, with this invaluable r which 

f 99 
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1 would by no means part with; and 
which I cannot yet keep, without crea- 
ting ſome narrow ſpirited ſuſpicion ? 
I know that I have to do, with a malig- 
nant ſet of people, who are always diſ- 
paſed to make any action of another 
appear culpable: unleſs it is conducive 
to their own advantage. Even of the 
large collection which I made this even- 
ing, the ſmalleſt part will fall to my 
ſhare, as I am a novice in the art, and 
of no conſideration, in compariſon with 
experienced and long - celebrated per- 
formers of our profeſſion. Should my 
maſter even be convinced of the truth 
of a fact, in which I am not at all to 
blame: he would, nevertheleſs, take this 


watch from me, under a pretence of 
keeping it for me, and thus I ſhould 


be robbed of the ſatisfaction of poſ- 
ſeſſing a memento of a perſon who de- 
' ſerves. my warmeſt * and gra- 
titude. 
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I ſhould have debated this matter 
yet longer in my fancy : but by chance 
I threw my eyes on the paper, which 
had covered the watch: and, finding 
that it was written on the inſide, I 
thought that was not accidental ; and 
rook up the paper to read it, This 
was a letter; though it had not. the 
form of one. The hand writing, how- 
ever, was extremely legible, and beau- 
tiful : and the ſentiments were as fol- 


lows : 


My deareſt Roſara, 


* I AM not at all ſurprized you. are 

yet ignorant that I love you: 
for poſſibly my love might have been 
© leſs, had I perceived you quick at 
making ſuch diſcoveries ; or had your 
mind been, leſs adorned with a mo- 
deſty and ſimplicity, that cannot fail 


* 


to charm, I will not tell you how 


powerfully 
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* powerfully this engaging diſpoſition 
« influences my mind : becauſe, perhaps, 
it might make you bluſh; and be- 
cauſe I had rather give you ſolid 
proofs of my affection, ſuch as may 
leave you no doubt, that my inten- 
« tions are honourable, and worthy of 
you. Accept this firſt pledge of 
< my tenderneſs: and keep it if my 
« friendſhip be at all dear to you; and 
© if you deſire to ſee how much I will 
do for your ſake. There is nothing 
in my power I will not do for your 
credit, and happineſs, if you can. 
« deign me an equal return of affec- 
tion. For be aſſured, you are dearer 
than life to you. 


* * * 


Count of B—.“ 


My feelings on the peruſal of this 
letter were inexpreſſible. I read it three 
or four' times over, believing myſelf 

E 3 1 
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in a dream. I was agitated with ſuch 
anxious, and eager thoughts, that even 

now I ſtand in need of all my calm- 

neſs and recollection to unfold them; 
perhaps they may be of uſe to thoſe, 

who may think proper to edify by my \ 
<xample., | 


CHAP, 


| 
25 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Care Roſara takes to conceal Lord. 


B, Preſent : and the curious Ac- 
cident which diſcovered it. 


HIS was the firſt time I knew 


that my patron was the Count 
of B, brother to Lady A jt 


whoſe, houſe I had lately dined. This: 


was, likewiſe, the firſt time I knew 
that he loved me: and, as I thought 
him worthy of my love, I firmly re- 
ſolved, within myſelf, to cheriſh a re- 


ciprocal paſſion for him; even if that 
paſſion ſhould coſt me my life. How- 


ever, there were ſome circumſtances, 


which tormented me, with a thouſand 


anxieties ; and, as my mind was not ac- 


cuſtomed to ſuch agitations, they kept 


N erg the rack for ſome days; and 


E 4. did. 
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did not ſuffer me to ſleep a wink all 
that night. I found great pleaſure in 
being loved by a perſon of his charac- 
ter: and I congratulated myſelf not a 
little, upon my modeſty and ſhyneſs ; 
which, by his own declaration, had 
been very inſtrumental in procuring 
me his love. Let me be called a fool: 
let me be called a poor-ſpirited crea- 
ture, by thoſe very wary, and prudent 
dames, who are indifferent about lovers; 
or pretend that they are indifferent, 
only to gratify the enthuſiaſm of , few 
male ambition: virtue, I find, hath 
its forcible attractives. Pertneſs, and 
boldneſs may pleaſe the petulent, and 
the imprudent: but, to thoſe, whoſe 
morals are uncorrupted, and whoſe man- 
ners are under the regulation of de- 
corum, modeſty muit be far more en- 
gaging. How many women, by go- 
ing eagerly in queſt of lovers, make 
themſelves ridiculous; to the world x: 
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and yet obtain none? Reſerve is lau- 
dable in a woman; though ſhe dreſs: 
her mind in that garb, to- infuſe lan- 
guiſhment into lovers. She, who courts 
univerſal: adoration, by diſplaying her 
charms in a glare to public view, ſhows. 
herſelf, altogether: unworthy of it: and 
ſhe, who takes it into her head, that 
the whole world is dying for her, is 
moſt certainly out of her wits. 


Fortune, too, is not leſs capricious. 
in love, than in other human concerns. 
She flies thole who court her; and 
courts thoſe who fly her. I have known 
ſome of my friends, who, in ſtudy- 
ing to render themſelves amiable, have 
rendered themſelves odious. I myſelf 
may ſerve for an example; who made. 
my fortune in love, when I did not 
think of making any conqueſt : but 

my ſucceſs, indeed, coſt me ſeveral 
years of pain. 


E 5: Lord. 
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Lord B—, by declaring himſelf 
charmed with my modeſt behaviour, 
beſtowed a panegyrick upon me, which 
endeared him to me the more. Find- 
ing that I was loved by a gentleman 
of ſuch honourable principles, I ſur- 
rendered my heart, without ſcruple, to 
my inclination for him: becauſe I 
thought, if I ated otherwiſe, it would 
be unjuſt, and ungrateful, I knew 
not as yet, what hopes to found on his 
infant · flame; though he had engaged 
in the letter to do every thing in his 
power for me. The words were few; 
but they had a very ſtrong, and exten- 
ſive ſignification; as they came from 
a gentleman, who even in his paſſions, 
declared himſelf a partizan of virtue. 
This reflection, impelled me ſo ſtrongly 
to love him, that I wiſhed I could im- 
mediately have given him a ſpecimen 
of my gratitude. It was a guſt of 
paſſion; which, like fire in a bundle of 

ſtraw, 
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ſtraw, ſpreads, aad blazes forth in a 
moment, Hurried on by this amo- 

rous tranſport, I had almoit ſet pen to 
paper, and vented the warmth of my 
heart in an anſwer: but, unthinking, 
and blind as I was! I ſoon perceived 
that my attempt was impracticable: 
and that, ſhould I even have preſerved- 
in my anſwer the modeſty which I ſo 
much piqued myſelf. upon, I could 
not have found any means of 1 
ing it to the hands of Lord B- 
without expoſing myſelf to * . 
gerous conſequence. 


Strange it is, thought I, that from 
an extreme of timidity, I ſhould inſtan- 
taneouſly paſs to the oppoſite one of 
courage, and boldneſs: that I ſhould 
think of carrying on an intrigue with a 
perſon, whom I knew ſo little of, 
though I found it ſo difficult, and 
perplexing a matter barely to keep his 

E 6 preſent, 
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preſent : by which there was a chance, 
that our correſpondence might take 
air, and bring diſgrace on me. What 
murmurs, what envy, what tumults, 
might I not expect from the people of 
the houſe, if they ſhould ever have the 
leaſt notion that he gave me this 
token! In ſuch a caſe, I muſt at teaſt 
expect to loſe it. But that went very 
much againſt my heart: becauſe the 
lofs of it was not a trifle to my po- 
verty; and what was of much more 
weight, with me, becauſe the perſon 
who gave it me, conjured me not to 
part with it, if I had the leaſt regard 
for him. Since I can do no more for 
him, ſaid I to my heart: — ſince I can 
do no more for him, I will at leaft 
bear a part with him in his tenderneſs, 
by a faithful execution of his deſire. If 
I cannot ſend him a line to aſſure him 
of my reciprocal affection; yet who 
knows, but the time may come, when 


J 
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I may ſhow him his preſent, ſacredly 
preſerved by me: as a proof of, my 
conſtant regard for him? Let me then 


do for him all that J can: fince I can- 


not do for him all that I wiſh. None 
/ ſhall know that I have this watch, nor 


by whom it was given me, ſhould I 


even be forced to keep it about me- 
while I ſleep, 


Indeed, as I was diſpoſed to keep the 
matter ſecret, I could not fall upon. 

any other expedient to effect my pur- 
| poſe. I was not only miſtreſs of very 
little, but the little I had, was known 
to all the family: and I was obliged; 
to give a particular account of it to 


the perſon who ſupported me. The 
leaſt ſuſpicion, would have ſufficed to 


betray me: becauſe they would have 
ſtrictly examined my trunk, to ſee. whe- 
ther or no, I had any thing that I had 
a mind to conceal from them, To 


this 
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this evil, there was no other remedy, 
but to wear the watch always; and to 


keep it cautiouſly from obſervation. 
In fine, this was my reſolution: and 


this I did for ſome days; fancying to 


myſelf, that while I had Lord B——'s 


preſent with me, I had the pledge. 


of his love. 


Will the reader believe, that, not- 
withſtanding all this circumſpedtion, 


a little time afterwards, I had the keen 
mortification to hear it murmured by 
our company, that this gentleman had 


made me a very rich preſent. I could 
not deviſe how they came acquainted 


with it: for I had not uttered a ſylla- 
ble about the matter. Nor, could I: 


ſuſpe& that the Count himſelf, would 


be ſo imprudent as to lodge a ſecret 
with his friends, Which, if divulgcd, 


might turn out to my diſadvantage. 


But what eſcapes the knowledge of 


an 
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an idle ſet of people, who make it their 
buſineſs, to pry into their neighbour's 
actions: and who interpret even the 
thoughts of others, according to the 
ſtrain of their paſſions? A hint had eſ- 
caped from a friend of the Count's that 
he intended to make me a preſent, be- 
fore I left the place; and this inadver- 
tent word, gave riſe to many little ſto- 


_ ries, which gave me a good deal of un- 


eaſineſs. Subjects of this nature in cir- 
culating with the public, receive great 
addition. It is not, therefore, to be 
wondered at, that my companions, in- 
ſtead of reporting Lord B—-—'s inten- 
tion to make me a preſent, gave out 
that he had actually done it: for which 
however, they had not the leaſt au- 
thority. 


I had the firſt intimation of this ma- 
levolent whiſper, next day from a friend 
of mine in our company; who aſked 
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me in our mutual confidence, what 
the fine preſent was, which. Lord 5B 

had ſent me in teſtimony, of his patron - 
age, I flatly denied that I had re- 
ceived any thing from him: but my: 
denial, with a perturbation. evident e- 

nough to convince her that I was not: 
ſpeaking, truth. 22 


After ſich a queſtion, which I. 
thought was put with a view to draw. if 
me into a confeſſion, I determined 
within myſelf, to hide the unſuſpected 
watch with more care, that very even- 
ing: and after having wound it up, 
as I had ſeen others do, I wrapped it 
up cloſely in a handkerchief, and put 
it in my pocket. 


As I never imagined that ſo much 
{lrefs would be laid upon a mere fuſ- 
picion, I little thought I ſhould ſoon 
de brought to a ſtrict examination 

| upon 


C 
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upon this article, by my maſter. I 
was overwhelmed with confuſion, when 


he took me apart; and, after exagge- 


rating the obligations I owed him, 
taxed me with the want of confidence 
in him: which he thought himfelf en- 
titled to from me at firſt. I proteſted 
that I knew not what he meant: but 
falling immediately on the ſubject of 
the preſent, he put me into an exceſſive 


embarraſſment. I perceived, that this 


information had been looſe, and ſuper- 
ficial : for he ſaid not a wordof the watch: 
and his accuſation was only founded 
on conjecture. This encouraged me 
ta inſiſt upon the negative: and LWarded 
off any diſcompoſure, that m face ö 
might not contradiet my tongue. My 
perſeverance in denying the fact, was 
ſuch, that I thought I had convinced 
him of my veracity: but I was deſtined 


to be the ſport of fortune; or to ſpeak 


more properly, fate led me on to its 
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own ends, by the very method I took: 
to recede from them, and conduct my- 
ſelf by my own improvident fancy. 


As I had a long dialogue with my 
| governor; and we diſputed about a gift, 
which I denied that J had received; 
though. I had it in my pocket; as if I, 
had been afraid, that it weuld be taken 
from me, if convicted of a lye, I held, 
it cloſely. in my hand; as it were, to ſe- 
cure it from the impending danger. 
There are circumſtances, in which our 
animal part acts of its own. accord, and 
without the co-operation of our minds. 
My mind, and my tongue being totally 
occupied in eluding my maſter's inter- 
rogatories; and in perſuading him to 
believe me, I was not even ſenſible 
that J had a hand in my pocket; that 
I had that hand upon my watch, wrapped 
up in my handkerchief, as I above 00 
ſerved; or that I worked IN 
even 
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even preſſed it violently, through my 
inattention, 


This involuntary motion of my hand, 
had ſuch an effect, that the repeating 
ſpring having received its due com- 
preſſion, my watch unexpectedly ſtruck; 
and in the moment, that I was mak- 
ing a flat, and vehement denial, told 
me in its language, that I lied. I 
was by no means alarmed; becauſe I 
knew not, that my watch was a repea- 
ter. I imagined-at firſt, that the ſound. 
came from ſome other quarter z and, 
therefore, it gave me no diſturbance, 
But I was ſenſible of my error; and was. 
confounded, beyond expreſſion: when 
he roughly reſumed his diſcourſe, and 
faid :—* You have at preſent a re- 
peating watch upon you; which ſtrikes 
in ſpite of you: and will you yet pre- 
ſame to tell me, that Lord B-—,. 
has not made you a. preſent? Perhaps. 

you 
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you are afraid, that I would take it 
from you. And, ſuppoſe I ſhould take 
it from you, I ſhould only pay myſelf 


a debt of rigid juſtice, which you owe 


me. I have now ſupported you for 
five years; and treated you like a daugh- 
ter: and I do not think you have as 
yet brought ſo much advantage to the 


company, as to repay my cares. Con- 


ſider, Roſara, that I have great rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect this conduct: and that 


my affection, ought to be much dearer 


to you, than a gold repeating-watch, 


if you knew my intentions toward you: 


which are anne planned for your 


good. 23 


[ 


3 With this he turned his back upon, 
upon me: and, confuſed, and aſhamed 


as I was, I did not yet think myſelf 
in a very bad plight : fince I ſtill re- 


tained poſſeſſion of the watch, after 


1 Tooglut 1 it had been irretrevably loſt, 
Tears 35 


1 


| 


A ACTRESS. 34 


Tears, indeed, I own, ſtarted into my 
eyes : but they were tears of ſhame, 
rather than of grief. To be detected 
in a lie, I thought an inſupportable 
diſgrace: and yer, I thought I ſhould 
have been guilty of ingratitude, if I 
had told the truth. The Count had 
deſired me not to part with his pre- 
ſent : and if I was obliged to guard it 
with a falſchood, I deemed a falſehood 


in that caſe venial. I would even have 


done more for him than this: but in 
my flutter of ſpirits, I did not recollect, 
that my ſimplicity of mind rendered me 
dear to him; thar life may be ſacrificed 


to love with praiſe, and glory: and that 
virtue ſhould ever tenaciouſly, and 


invincibly be retained. Agitated with 
ſuch oppoſite reflexions, I was equally 
diſquieted by my maſter, and my lover. 
But ardently did I wiſh for an inter- 
view with the latter : for I flattered my- 


ſelf, that he would ſooth my diſcontent, 
CHAP. 
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Ein. 


CharafRters of two Perſons in the Com- 
pam. Event of a Conferrence be- 
teen Roſara and Mr. Greenland, 
HEN theſe firſt tumults of my 
mind were calmed, I began ta 
examine my ſituation; and found it 
painful, and dangerous. Let the reader 
take me along with him, and always 
preſuppoſe, in order to believe what I 
advance, that I was not, as yet, fully 
acquainted with myſelf: for my low 
education kept my faculties in a ſtate 
of debaſement. Human meaſures, in 
general, flow from two oppoſite princi- 
ples; either from too much preſump- 


tion; or, from a daſtardly, and inac- 


tive timidity, in dubious occurrences. 
| He 
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He who is too preſumptuous, precipi- 
tates his heady reſolutioas, and be- 
trays his imprudence. He who dares 
not venture, in a proper time, and place, 
ſuffers himſelf to be a dupe to puſillani- 
mous determinations, and ſhows him- 


ſelf a coward. 


The midway is the moſt ſecure: and 
confidence is not leſs neceſſary than hu- 
mility, in our dealings with an obdu- 
Tate and infolent world. We make ſome 


Reps in life, from which we cannot ho- 


nourably recede, but 'by ſubmiſſion, 


and coolneſs : and others, again, where 


we muſt puſn forward, with a bold and 
commanding ardour. To be able to 
decide, which of the two courſes is pre- 


ferabſe, at a critical juncture, the en- 


larged experience is requiſite; Which is 
the ſchool of human prudence: hut at 
chat time I had not acquired this pru- 


dence z And, 2 3 J found 


myſelf 
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myſelf- in ſuch embarraſſment, and 
confuſion. 


On one hand, my ſituation ſuggeſted 
to me patience; on the other hand, my 
love ſpirited me up to enterprize. I 
dreaded the reſentment of our- maſter, 
and the cenſure of our company: as if 
the means of ſubſiſtence, and the world 
itſelf had been limited to that little cir- 
cle. If I had reflected, that I earned 
my bread, as well as the reſt, perhaps I 
might not have been ſo timorous. If 
this conſideration did not furniſh me with 
neceſſary courage, I entertained, how- 
ever, very ſanguine hopes, from having 
Lord B— for my patron and my lover. 
Is it poſſible, thought I, that,, if he ſees 
me abandoned by every body, for his 
fake; he will let me periſſi in the ſtreet 


for want? In his letter, he proteſts, 
that there - is nothing he would not do 
for me: but yet, his terms are too gene- 

wy: ral; 
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ral; they ſuffer me not to ſee, diſtinctly, 
where I am to plant the flower of my 
| hopes. 


As I had not that knowledge of the 
world, which my circumſtances re- 
quired, I flattered myſelf that Lord B— 
might, and would, marry me: but this 
hope was like a flaſh of lightning, which 
darted forth, and vaniſhed in a mo- 
ment: becauſe the very humble opi- 
nion I had of myſelf, was more preva- 
lent with me, than my vanity. This 
hope being ſhut out, any other views I 
could entertain from my lover, filled 
me with horror, merely on glancing 
them over in thought, Thus I fell back 
into my former ſtate of deſpondency, 
and embarraſſment: and I fancied my 
| caſe deſperate; unleſs I could regain the 

good will of my maſter, even at the ex- 
pence of ſacrificing my tender paſſion, 


Vor, I, 5 This. 
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This point did not ſeem to me very 
difficult to obtain. Mr, Greenland (for 
that was his name) was one of thoſe 
men, who have a good heart, but not a 
correſpondent aſpect and manner. He 
was advanced in years: his phyſiogno- 
my was not only awful, but grim : he 
was a perſon of few words; agg of a my- 
ſterious reſerve. A ſingle look from 
him, diſconcerted me; for I had been 
accuſtomed, from my childhood, to 
tremble merely at an abrupt caſt of his 
eye. I cannot deny that he had a par- 
tiality for me; as I had many proofs 
of it : but this partiality was commonly 
ſo managed, chat it was very dubious 
and equivocal. Whether this behavi- 
our proceeded from political reflexions, 
which ought always to be thrown into 
practice, by thoſe who ſuperintend ma- 
ny people, who think themſelves equal 
to one another and, therefore, inſiſt 


upon equal treatment; or whether it 
was 
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was the effects of a ſecret paſſion, which 
might be the caſe ; certain it was, I 
frequently felt its influence, though my 
inexperience could not then compre- 
hend its latent courſe. | 


It was ſuppoſed, and even given out, in 
our company, for an undoubtedfact, that 
there was an old private connexion, be- 
twixt Mr, Greenland and Mrs. Foreſts, 
another of our performers; who had 
been many years in the buſineſs; and 
who ſhowed, at times, her aſcendance 
over the mind of her maſter. Her 
temper was one of the molt haughty, 


and unrelenting, that ever was aſcribed 
to woman, by romance, or poetry. It 


exactly ſuited her figure: for Mrs. Fo- 
reſta had more of the Amazon, than the 
dancer, in her geſture, in her mein, in 
her voice, and in her paſſions. Equally 
awful, in her tenderneſs, and in her 
wrath, ſhe was never terrified by words; 

F 2 nor 
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nor ſpoke herſelf without a threat, Woe 
to the world, if all her imprecations had 
been fulfilled ; and if all thoſe had been 
killed, whom ſhe wiſhed to deſtroy 
with her own hands. Perhaps, her fury 
was not very durable in its nature; or 
ſhe curbed it, and would not ſuffer it to 
ſally forth, and ruin the world: for her 


hectoring generally ended in a hearty 


fit of crying, and in rage againſt her- 
ſelf. Perhaps Mr. Greenland had ſome 
paſſion for this performer : however, 
it is certain, ſhe had a warm one for 


him; or, at leaſt, pretended it. For his 


friendſhip was of the ſame conſequence 
to her, as her ſubſiſtence : which ſhe 
would have found a very difficult mat- 
ter to procure, if ſhe had been out of 
his ſervice. Nevertheleſs, I muſt own 
he managed her temper with all that 
delicacy, which was dictated to him by 
prudence, if not by love. On many 
occaſions, I * perceived, that he 

mor- 


/ 


| 


i 
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mortified me, on purpoſe to make the 
other leſs jealous, and chagrined. I 
was the thorn that rankled in her heart : 
for wherever we went, I was the topic 
of converſation ; and this riſing lumi- 
nary in our profeſſion, was, to her, a 
comet of a malignant aſpect. 


But Mr. Greenland had not only a. 
partiality, but even a tenderneſs for me. 
I too had, already, weathered my ſtorm 
in life. Some of our company had 
been ſo malevolent as to ſay, that I was 
of no fervice to it; or, at. leaſt, chat it 
was ridiculous to be at more expence 
for me than the other girls of my 
ſtanding. In ſpite of theſe mutineers, 
my maſter was not leſs attentive to me: 
and, giving it the name of compaſſion 
and charity; he juſtified it to thoſe en- 
vious diſturbers of my peace; and pre- 
cluded their future murmurs. It will. 
ſoon appear, that this kindneſs did 
5572S Fa not 
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not flow from charity: but from a paſ- 
fon, veiled under the mantle of virtue 
which occaſioned me much torment. 


Having premiſed theſe neceſſary 
deſcriptions of the people among whom 
T lived, I ſhall now, again, endeavour 
to fix the minds of my readers on the 
difficulty of my circumſtances. Find- 
ing that I was detected, with regard to 


the watch, I was determined, from my 


perplexed fituation, to try all means of 


- making peace with Mr. Greenland ; 


who had ſhown himſelf ſo diſſatisfied 
with my want of ſincerity. After hav- 
ing .carefully contrived the method I 
ſhould take, to execute my deſign, I 
aſſumed courage for my enterprize.— 
I preſented myſelf before him, with the 
watch in my hand, and thus addreſſed 


him. 


Here 


4 ACTRESS. 103 


Here, ſir; here is the ſource of my 
fault; if a deceit can be called a fault, 
which was ſuggeſted to me by my vir- 
tue. I reccived it from the Count of 
B „who ſlipped it, by ſurprize, into 
my hand, at a time when I could not 
reject it, without giving alarm to the 
whole body of ſpectators, and OW a 
| thouſand ſuſpicions. Rejected it —— 
[he here interrupted me] It never came 
into my head that you ſhould have 
done that ; theſe are privileges of your 
calling ; and, I may add, of your ſex. 
likewiſe : and I am not unreaſonable 
and abſurd enough to propoſe that you 
ſhould act differently from other young 
women of your profeſſion. Suffer 
me to finiſh what I have to ſay, I re- 
plied ;- and then make any obſervations 
on my ſentiments you ſhall think proper. 
Accident has made me a rope-dancer : 
I would be a girl of honour, from prin- 
ciple. I, do not ſay that theſe charac- 

E 4 ters 
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ters are incompatible : but I muſt, at 


- preſent, ſeparate them, to prove my 


innocence, I never would have ac- 


cepted this preſent, if I could poſſibly 


have refuſed it: for J would avoid giv- 
ing the leaſt foundation for cenſure, to 
the people of this houſe; who are, al- 
ready, licenticus in their criticiſms up- 


on my conduct, without any cauſe; and 


take the liberty to ſay, that I gain di- 
ſtinctions and applauſe, by coquettiſh 
arts, and allurements. I was under a 
neceſſity of accepting it : and, becauſe 
it was not received by the approbation 
of my own deliberate choice, I kept it 
concealed, even from you. Conſcience 
is my witneſs, that I am, by no means, 
anſwerable for the gallantries paid me, 
by this nobleman : for I never ſo much 
as perceived his pariiality for me, till it 
was, in a manner, obtruded upon my 
view. I know that I ſhould not have 
concealed a fact from you, in which, 

ac- 
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according to your own opinion, there 
was. not even the ſhadow of a crime: 
but you muſt attribute my ſecrecy to- 
my baſhfulneſs, and my fear; by which 
the real ſize of objects are. magnified ;. 
and trifles are made crimes. . Paſt errors 
cannot be recalled.: but they may pro- 
duce preſent regret, and future caution... 
This is the repeating-watch, which my 
patron. gave me: and, I would make 
you a preſent of it, were I not afraid 
that, by ſuch a teſtimony of my inno- 
cence, I. ſhould hurt your generoſity. 
If you think this ornament unſuitable. 
to my age and character; or that.it may 
give a looſe to cavilling tongues ;"be ſo 
good as keep it for me, till I may.wear. 
it without any fear of cenſure. . The 
many favours you have conferred upon 
me, are freſh in my memory: and I am 
ſenſible that their number is daily aug- 
mented : be aſſured, then, that I am as 
deſirous of your good opinion, as I am: 
F 5 bound 
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bound to be, by theſe obligations. 
Never imagine that I will deviate from 
the good principles you have inſtilled 
into me. I am not indifferent about 
fortune: but I will not expoſe myſelf to 
her caprices ; nor will I ever court her 
miles, at the expence of my honour. 


The cloſe of my ſpeech was accom- 
panied with a modeſt bluſh, and the 
rear trembling in my eye; which melted 
him to ſuch a degree, that, in his tranſ- 
port of joy, he threw his arms about 
my neck, and preſſed me to his breaſt, 
This emotion was not at all unſuitable 
to his advanced age, and to his charac- 
ter, as a father: for ſuch he had always 
been to me. I took his behaviour, on 
this occaſion, for an effect of paternal 
love; and it gave me great conſolation: 
as I was now perſuaded, that our dif- 
ference was terminated to the ſatisfac- 


tion of each party. I was greatly de- 
ceived 
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ceived in my conjecture: for I was a. 
no vice in the great ſchool of the world; 
and the human heart was a volume, 
which I had not yet ſufficiently ſtudied. 


But I was immediately ſenſible of my: 
ignorance, when Mr. Greenland began. 
his remonſtrances, That this watch 
was altogether uſeleſs to me. That the 
ſight of it gave too much offence to the 
people of the houſe.— That I ſtood in 


need of things of leſs value; but more 


adapted to my profeſſion and my ſex— 
That in cloathes, linen, and other fe- 
male accoutrements, he would give me 
its equivalent, if I would let him diſ- 
poſe of it as he thought proper. 


This was a grating ſound in my ears: 
for my heart was prejudiced in favour 
of Lord B ; and it commanded me 
to keep this precious memorial of his 


love. I was, therefore, much at a loſs. 


- — —— — — —__———— —_— — — 
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for an anſwer. I durſt not refuſe : and 
I was unwilling to aſſent; leſt I ſhould 
betray myſelf into imprudence, and in- 
gratitude. I ſteered between the two 
extremes; as fairly as my agitation per- 
mitted me. I told him, that I begged 
leave to think a little of his propoſal :— 
that I would conſider at my leiſure, 
what things I wanted. —That, in the 
mean time, he might keep the watch : 
and we would talk the ſubje& over, at 


another opportunity, 


CHAP; 
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C H AP. VIII. 


A domeſtic Quarrel diſcovers Mr. Green- 
land's Paſſion for Raſara.— He f. 
Fes her Marriage. 


T HE whole ſtory was immediately 
known to the houſe: and from 
thence it was divulged over the town. 
For our family was compoſed of people, 
who had no entertainment in any thing, 
but in mangling the reputation of o- 
thers. It was not at all ſurpriſing, that 
this affair came to the ears of my Pa- 
tron: as there were buſy people, ready 
to inform him of it, on purpoſe to ſet us 
at variance. I had no more communi- 
cation with him, and his acquaintance, ex- 
cept what the place of our performance 


admitted of. But there they gave me 
| many 
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many aſſurances of their favour, by 
their expreſſive looks. I ſaw my lover 
again, and converſed with him, at his 
fiſter's; where, with ſome other of my 
companions, I dined, for the ſecond. 
time : but I had not courage enough. 
to addreſs him on the ſubject, and open 
my heart to him, when opportunity 


offered. 


I perceived he knew that his preſent 
was lodged in other hands; or, rather, 
[ iuſpected it: for, one evening, when 
I periormed, by the ſigns he made me 
with his hands and eyes, I perceived he 
was very much diſpleaſed with me.— 
This was a wound to my heart, which 
gave me incredible pain: perhaps the 
| 1mart would have abated, with a little 
time, had not an intimate friend called 
upon me, that very evening, and told 
me, in confidence, that my watch had 
been ſeen, by Lord B-—, in the hands 
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of Mrs. Foreſta, who gave out, that it 
was a preſent, which Mr. Greenland 
had made her, after buying it of me. 


This news exaſperated me ſo highly, 
that it robbed me, for a while, of my. 
reaſon ; made me fling off the mask, 
and avow my paſſion for my patron, in 
a manner, perhaps, not altogether con- 
ſiſtent with decorum. I flew to Mrs. 
Foreſta's room, where I ſeldom entered, 
upon account of her jealous extrava- 
gances; and J ſoon perceived, that 
the truth had been told me: for I ſaw 
my watch, hung by a glaſs, at which - 
ſhe then happened to (ſtand, adjuſting 
her head-dreſs. I ſnatched it in a mo- 


ment, and turned about to run off : it 
was a fatal moment; and its conſe- 


quences made us the ſubject of conver- 
ſation, over all Palermo. Mrs. Foreſta, 
not at all diſconcerted at my freedom, 


1 25 my flight, with her voice, and 
hands. 
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hands. She diſcharged ſuch a volly of 
abuſe upon me, as might have been 
expected from a termagant of her cha- 
rafter; who knew not the bounds 
of civility, and decency,—She caught 
hold of me, by a filk apron I had 
on; and threatned to beat me ſound- 
ly: unleſs I gave her back her own. 
But if her clamour was louder than 
mine, I ſurpaſſed her in agility of 
perſon : and, leaving the apron in her 
hands, which tore in the fray, I ran to. | 


my own chamber, where I locked my- 
felf in. 


Her paſſion alarmed the whole houſe: 
and Mr. Greenland ran to the noiſe ;. 
who, if he had complied with her hec- \ 
toring reſentment, mult. have inſtanta- 
neouſly put me to death. She inſiſted 
upon ſatisfaction, and revenge, for an 
affront, committed by a paltry girl, a- 
gainſt a perſon of character. That re- 


peating 
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peating watch had been given her : and 
let Mr. Greenland ſee to the reſtitution 
of it: otherwiſe, herſelf and her daugh- - 
ter, ſhould immediately quit the com- 
pany ; who were its principal credit, and. 
ſupport. On the other hand, Mr. 
Greenland,” all coolneſs and policy, en- 
deavoured to pacify her :—proteſting, 
that her deſire ſhould be complied 
with :—that there was a miſtake in the 
affair, which he would undertake to 
rectify: that Roſara, when informed 
of the truth of the matter, would ſub- 
mit to reaſon, and equity: that he 
would not have ſuch tumults in his 
houſe :—that his company had been al- 
ways animated, and upheld by the ſpi- 
rit of union :—and—that he would not 
ſuffer theſe inteſtine diſorders.— In 
ſhort, — that Mrs. Foreſta might be 
quiet: for he would find means to ter- 
minate the quarrel. | 
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Any other perſon, would have ſub- 
mitted to theſe arguments : but, in this 
calc, Mrs. Foreſta was untractable, up- 
on many accounts. She knew what 
pawer ſhe had over the mind of our 
maſter, from old friendſhip. It galled 
her to think ſhe ſhould be out-rivalled 
by a girl; who gave ſuch promiling 
hopes in her profeſſion. It gnawed her 
ſoul, to ſee me enjoy the ſmiles of the 
public: and ſhe was afraid, if I came off 
victorious in this diſpute, her importance 
would be ftilFnore diminiſhed. Arro- 
gance dictated her ſentiments; and there- 
fore ſne thought herſelf the only perſon 
in the company that ought to wear a 
repeating watch. She had ſhown this 
inſiduous oppoſition oftentimes before, 
in things of the moſt trifling conſe- 
quence. Stimulated by all theſe pro- 
vocations, ſhe would not liſten to rea- 
ſon ; or, rather, ſhe was incapable of 
attending to it, Mr. Greenland, him- 

ſelf, 
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felf, was glad to fly from her fury : ſhe 
was for deſtroying him by the blaſt of 
her breath. Ridiculous was this vio- 
lence, in the mouth of a woman: but 
it has furniſhed me with circumſtances, 
wherewith to mark her character. 


On the noiſe of this riot, the family, 
which conſiſted of eight perſons, divided 
itſelf into two factions: but the ma- 
Jority declared themſelves in my favour, 
and aſſembled in my room to applaud 
my conduct. I was too overjoyed, at 
having recovered my watch, that I was 
indifferent about conſequences ; and 
was not to be terrified, even by a con- 
ſpiracy of the whole world againſt me. 
On being called upon, by Mr. Green- 
land, to ſpeak with him, in private, on 
this affair, I went with more courage 
than uſual : for, the more a man is ac- 
cuſtomed to tempeſts, he is the leſs 
afraid of them, He was for putting on 

an 
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an air of indifference with me: but I 


knew, by the talk of the family, and my 
own obſervation, that he was not ſo lit- 
tle affected. He inſiſted that he had 
only lent the watch to Mrs. Foreſta: 
but that ſhe had fooliſhly taken it into 
her head, to report, that he had made 
her a preſent of it: to which aſſertion. 
ſhe had now ſtuck, to avoid a contra- 
diction of herſelf. He declared, that he 
would ſacrifice even the value. of the 
watch, to calm theſe diſturbances, that 
might bring on us the cenſure of a city, 


where we were in ſuch vaſt eſteem: and 
which might end in the total diflolution 


of his company; an accident that 


would be very much to his diſadvantage. 


In ſhort, by gentle tranſitions in his 


diſcourſe, he, at laſt, offered me thirty 


chequins, if I would leave the watch to 


his diſpoſal : adding, that he would fix 


an annual income upon me, if I choſe 


to continue with him: whereas I had 


ſerved 
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ſerved him thus far, barely for my 
maintenance, and other little expences, 
that were neceſſary in my profeſſion. 


All theſe proffers demonſtrated that 
the watch had been given to Mrs. Fo- 
Teſta : and Mr. Greenland was only at- 
tempting to purchaſe her triumph over 
my defeat. I was a woman, as well as 
ſhe : I was young: I was in love: I 
was not without hopes of finding pro- 
tection. And, for all theſe reaſons, it 
was not ſo eaſy a matter to prevail on 
me. I ſhould have uſed Lord B 
unworthily, if I had facrificed his pre- 
ſent to any one's caprice, after he had 
ſo earneſtly deſired me to keep it with 
care, Mrs. Foreſta was envious of my 
riſing fortune: therefore it would have 
been abſurd in me, to give her arms, 
wherewith ſhe might always have an- 
noyed me. Should my maſter prove 
humane to me, he might expect, that I 

| would 
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would be of advantage to him, in re- 
turn, even beyond his deſerts. Theſe 


were the reflexions which encouraged 
me to act in a manner I ſhould never 


have acted without them. 


To the offers of Mr. Greenland, I 


- replied ; as any woman in my ſituation 


would have done. I told him, that the 
watch was at his ſervice, without paying 
me a farthing for it, whenever he choſe 
to appropriate it to himſelf; but I 
would ſuffer no other uſe to be made 
of it; nor ſo ſhamefully injure Lord 
B, for all the money in the world. 
] added, that Mrs. Foreſta had no right 
to think of glorying in my ſpoils ; that 
ſhe already too groſsly abuſed my weak 
neſs, and ſubjection. I proteſted, that 
if ſhe threatned to leave the company, 
unleſs I gave her up the watch, in queſ- 
tion, I would continue no longer m her 
ſociety; though I ſhould baniſh myſelf 

9 to 
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to a retreat for ever. I enforced theſe 


remonſtrances with all the little elo- 
quence, and blandiſhments, in which 
my ſex are ſuch adepts: and I found 
my director in ſuch a ſtate of perplexity, 
that he ſtood, and looked at me, a long 
time, without being able to articulate 
a word, 


Who would ever have dreamt, that 
this myſterious ſilence of his, was to 
end in a diſcourſe, that confounded me 
beyond expreſſion ? You have ſpoken, 
ſaid he, juſtly enough: but *you have 
ſpoken in a lmanner ſo different from 
your uſual ſtrain, that you confound 
me to ſuch a degree, am hardly 
ſenſible whether I am talking with 
you, or not. I have now a certainty 
of what I only before entertained a ſuſ- 
picion of : a ſuſpicion, indeed, ſtrength- 
ened by the affirmatious of the whole 


houle z that you are deeply enamoured + 


of 


1209 MEMOIRS 


of Lord B—: and that you are 
ready to ſacrifice your fortune to his 
tranſitory paſſion. People of his rank 
want not arguments to [ſeduce women 

of your age, and ſtation. Provided 

they gratify their amorous deſires, the 
cruel repentance and miſery they bring 
upon poor deluded girls, are objects, 
which they never once regard. All is 
not gold that glitters : and, though they 
make large, and warm promiſes, in 
caſes of this nature, they generally diſ- 
penſe with the performance of them. 


What can you expect from a patron, 

that you may not have by your profeſ- 
| ſion, without hazard, and ſhame ? Tho? 

you ſhould be treated like a princeſs, 

you will always be the kept woman of 

a young gentleman; who may grow. 
weary of you, as eaſily as he fell in love 
with you. I do not ſuppoſe you give 

F yourſelf leave to imagine he will marry 
you, 
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you.-:Mydear girl, if you expect to make 
your, fortune b] marriage, you muſt 
make it in my houſe; into which I took, 
you, when you were but ten years of 
age: and where I have always carefully 
guarded you, with an honeſt intention 


make, yon wy wife. 

r 21 1 316957} , N ut 

U N a Itarted, and fell twa 
or three paces back: as if I had been 
ſtruck with a. thunder- bolt. Nay, do 
not ſtart, he replied : for Ido not think 
I have ſaid any thing ſo unbecoming, 
that it nexds to ſhock you. If d never; 
till now, made you the leaſt diſcovery 
of my deſign, I have been ſilent upon 
the ſubject, that you might not hereaf- 


ter, have reaſon to complain, that Icon. 


ſtrained your affections, byi my authos 
rity. I was in hopes, that the paternal 
care I have taken of you, from your 
tender years, wopld rouze, ] in che firſt 
Yor E place, 
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place; gratitude in your boſom-; and 
afterwards, - that love would: follow'by 


degrees; and prompt you! to lacqquieſce 
im my defires. But, if I am not my 
taken, a foreign paſſion; fomented by 
Four vanity, and your imprude tice] Has 
uſurped the place, whick was due to m 
in your heart. Perhaps, this notice of 
my upright intentions may malle you 
correct your youthful errors; At any 
rate, we ſhall: not continue at Palermo: 
and, therefore, pray be generousenough 
to ſacrifice Lord B-— tomy love; as 
I ſhall be willing to facrifice- Mrs. Fo- 
reſta, wittr all her dependencies, to your 
more juſt pretenſions. I have ſaid e- 
nough, for a man of my eaſt; for 1 
never: ſpoke. ſo much in . en 4 
| 125 of ar 17 TIP $907 benign 
131 ft f 2015 dl i nF F Kt 
Think of hut There ſaid; my dear- 
uy . 2 that (though 
you 


| tis 
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you ſhould even, at my intreaty, give 
up this watch to Mrs. Foreſta; yet I 
will put arms in your hands, thatwill 
amply avenge you, and ſtab her to the 


heart. 


— * * L 


| had 
#... 4. VY"* 
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Ar. Greenland's Artifice eluded, .. 

Roſara finds Means to ſpeak with Lord 


B_— 


[| Cannot ſay what particular effect the 
A ſpeech I have juſt related, had upon 
me: the impreſſions it made were ſo 
many, and ſo different, I ſhuddered 
at the very thought of marrying Mr. 
Greenland: a man advanced in years 
ill ſhaped—his features diſagreeable— 
of a diſpoſition the reverſe of mine. 
in ſhort, he had juſt thoſe qualities, 
Whic 5 patutally excited my averſion. 
But, ſetting all this aſide, I had ſuch 
an abhorrence of my profeſſion, that 
alone was ſufficient to make me hate a 
marriage, which would oblige me to 

con- 


* 
** 
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continue in it as long as [ lived. I have 
before obſerved, that my ſentiments 
_ were ſuperior to my miſerable extrac- 

tion. If I was obliged to earn my bread 
in an abject ſphere, I had, in my ſoul, 
a fund of pride; which made me bluſh 
for the ſervile neceſſity, to which J had. 
been ſubjected, by fortune. But I lived 
in continual hopes that ſhe would, ſome 
time or other, open Pe the way to a 
better condition: and, if I had fooliſh- 
ly precluded it, by a marriage, which 
was ſo contrary to my inclinations, I 
ſhould have thought myſelf unworthy 
of earthly happineſs. 


Mr. Greenland's meaſures were not 
the reſult of profound judgment: and I 
would rather have done a raſh action, 
than have complied with his propoſals ;. 
notwithſtanding my ſubmiſſion. It was 
not improbable that I might do ſome- 
thing precipitate : for my ſimplicity, 
* G 3. and 
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and modeſty, flowed from my inexpe- 


rience, and tender years ; but the eleva- 
tion of my ſentiments, was the ſtrong, 
inherent work of nature. This offer, 
therefore, though it made me reflect a 
little, did not diſconcert me. I con- 
dcluded, that he would not uſe any com- 
pulſion againſt me: and, ſhould even 
violence be intended, I had armed, and 
prepared myſelf for the blow. In theſe 
circumſtances, my chief perplexity aroſe 
from my not fully underſtanding Mr. 
Greenland's def guns; which ſeemed, to 
me, to deſtroy cach other reciprocally, 
and to be altogether inconſiſtent. How 
could he, at the fame time, wiſh to 
make me his wife, and protect my ri- 
P val, Mrs. Foreſta; to whom he was for 
| making a preſent of my repeating- 
watch, which had parted with ſo much 
ö againſt my inclination? I will admit, 
| ſaid I, within myſelf, that I am a young 
| 8 Practitioner! in the ſchool of love: I will 
admit 


An ACTRESS. 125 


admit, that the volatile paſſion has 
more of comedy, and extravagance, in 
it, in our prefeſſion, than in all the 
world beſides : but what ſpecies of love 
is this, which offends me, while it 
would court me; and pleads with me 
to paſe a confidence in its proteſta- 
iam ww hilt it: gives me iſuch a glaring 
proof of its anfidelity ? On this ocean, 
the compaſs was of no ſervice: and, a8 
I ſaw not the gleam of any ſtar, I was 
obliged 10 ſail in the dark; in danger, 
every moment, of ſplitting upon ſome 
_ rock, | 


My moſt probable ſuſpicion was, that 
Mr. Greenland had . theſe of- 


fers, to ſooth me, in the preſent affair, 


and allure, my , vanity, by giving me 
hopes of a fortune, that would make 


me far ſuperior to my rival. 


e Laas deceived in my con- 
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jecture: but it was ſupported by many 
ſtrong appearances; which made me en- 
joy the deceit. Indeed, after a long 
train of thinking, I gave myſelf up en- 
tirelv to this opinion: and I reaped, at 
leaſt, one great advantage from it. 1 
was not ſo much terrified, as at firſt; 
by the idea of the threatned match; 
which I now conſtrued into a mere Po- 
litical project. 0 


I formed my plan aconading to theſe 
ſuſpicions : and I began to play the 
woman of ſpirit, with a reſolution, with 
which I have always been ſatisfied.— 
Thanks be to Heaven, I was endowed 
with preſence of mind, courage and 
intrepidity, fit for the moſt arduous en- 
terprizes. ' If my girhſh {modeſty kept 
theſe qualities, for a long time, depreſſ- 
ed, they began to blow, however, at 
this period; and were ſuch faithful 
companions to me, in all tlie future 


{ N actions 


. 
„ 
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actions of my life, that, without them, 
Fnever ſhould have been, to my great: 
good fortune, what I am at preſent. 


The reſohution that I took, was, to 
parry off art, with art; and to direct 
my ſcheme in ſuch a manner, that, throꝰ 
the means of Mr. Greenland himſelf, T 
might be freed ' from my apprehenſions 
of him. I, therefore, preſented myſelf. 
before him, as ſoon as J found a proper- 
opportunity, in an air of reſignation, 
and — which were 11 familiar: 
to me: and, I dare ſay, 1 ſurprized 
him, vben made him the following 
ſpeech : for I hardly think he ever ex- 
pected ſuch an addreſs. Sir, you: 
have told me things, that ſo far exceed; 
the common ſtretch of my belief, that: 
I ſhall imagine I may have dreamt them; 
unleſs J hear them, from your own: 
mouth, once more. The honour of 
having you for a husband, is a fortune 


G. 5 farr 
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far ſuperior to my ſlender merit; and 
correſponds only with that kind partiali- 
ty which you have ſhown me, from my 
childhood. I ſhould be blind and un- 


| | 

| ll grateful if I refuſed your offer : but I 

| | mould, likewiſe, be gu'lty of a ſtupid 
| preſumption, if I ſhould think of en- 

| | tithng myſelf to that ſignal favour, by 

| i the trifling ſacrifice of the watch, which 


| you wiſh to have at your diſpoſal, Why 
i did I not make you a preſent of it at 
firſt? You would not then have thought 
my gift proceeded from a ſelfiſn view; 
| and that I was wanting, by a bribe, to 
| purchaſe the honour of being your wife, 
| | However, I beg your acceptance of it : 
and, I aſſure you, I beg ie without any 
- _ intereſted view. If I do not leſſen my- \Y/ 
| felf, by this action, in your eſteem, pray 
þ let me not ſuffer in the favourable opi- 
nion of others: becauſe that forfeiture 
| fhould render me leſs worthy of your 
| bounty. As Lam going to transfer the 
8 : preſent 
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preſent! of a reſpectable gentleman, 
whom I would not willingly offend, 
ſuffer me, in the firſt place, to aſk his. 
permiſſion; and pray precure for me, 
yourſelf, an interview with him. I have 
no doubt of carrying our point: for I 
know what ſtrain to give my petition, 
that it may be honoured with his aſ- 
ſent. Aſſure yourſelf, I ſhall fulfil my 
propoſal to the utmoſt of my power: 
but think not, by this declaration, that 
F would bind: you to yours. L want only 
to convince you that my heart is good; 
and chat, it I am raſh and haughty, in 
the. Hrſt ardour of reſentment, 1 am, af- 
terwards, as ready to make ſubmiſſion 
un. my fault, 


PO I enden dus while I was: 
ſpeaking, 4 ſaw, in Mr. Greenland's face, 
the agitations, of his mind: and I after- 
wards) reflefted; in private, upon my 
— I have altcady ſaid, * 

G 6. 
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I thought he did not expect ſuch:a pro- 
poſal : and my conjecture was right. 
His long ſilence, and heſitation, ſuffici- 
ently. convinced me of it. In ſhort, I 
had brought him betwixt Scy//a and Cha- 
rybdis : he was under a-neceſſity; either 
of drinking-or choaking. 1 asked his | 
leave to perform an act of decorum, 
from which, all his authority could not 
exempt me, with any ſhadow of reaſon. 
The grant I had wage; him, was; an at- 
teſtation of my obedience ;\ from which 
could not go back, without the im- 
putation of levity and falſhood. There 
was no medium left him, if he had a 
to ſupport the ſame character, through- 
out his tranſaction. He ſaw, very well, 
to What a difficult paſs J had brought 
him: and he avoided it as well as he 
could, by anſwering me, in general 
terms.--That he owned my requeſt was 
fair enough; though, he thought, not 
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very free from affectation: that he 
would, however, do his beſt to oblige 
me. He knew not; he ſaid, what way 
he ſhould fall upon to comply with my 
deſire: as he was very rigid, in keeping 
his women from any connexion with 
people out of the houſe; leſt they ſhould 
be expoſed to thoſe malicious calumntes; 
which were thrown on other companies, 
wherever he went, in queſt of his liveli- 
od. 719907 7 ) ani 
11 15 3470 f 9 i 

From hoſe confuſed ee 1 
diſcovered his embarraſſment: but the 
more I thought of it, the more I found 
him under a neceſſity of extricating him. 


ſelf out of it, in my own way. Satiſ- 


fied then, that I ſhould have an * 
portunity of talking with Lord B 
without having our interview looked 
upon as a crime, by my maſter, I now 
eonſidered, how I-ſhould avail myſelf, 
0 che * of thoſe precious mo- 

ments, 
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ments, to read the Connt's foul,” and to 

convince him of my gratitude. I was 
very deſirous to bave his proteſtation 
explained; which aſſured me, that there 
was nothing he would not do for me: 
but I was deterred from putting that 
queſtion, by the pain and confuſion it 
would have coſt me. Perhaps it was 
pardonable in my love, and my vanity. 
to entertain ſome hapes, chat he. would 
marry me: but a diſcovery of, my 
hopes, on this occaſion, however it 
might have made for my ſatisfaction, 
would certainly be a violation of my ti- 
mid, and, hitherto, uncorrupted mo- 


4. 


Ar bange however, I found out a. 
middle courſe: and I now thought only 
of executing it, as well as I could. I 
had o ſtrong a defirr 10 clear up this 
affair with Lord 5, that L was ap- 
ne leſt Mr. Greeniand Gould 

recall 


recall -his leave, and deſtroy all my 
hopes. Nevertheleſs, he did not change 
his mind; but told me, ſome days after, 
that we were again invited to dine with 
the Counteſs of A ; that he could 
not attend me there, as he had done 
at other times; and that, therefore, I 
might go with Miſs Lucinda, or any 
other of my companions, in whom I 
could repole moſt confidence. This 
was an evident ſign, that he choſe to 
leave me at full liberty to diſcourſe 
with Lord B, by freeing me from 
the conſtraint of his gloomy preſence, 


Lucinda was niece to Mr. Green- 
land, of about my age, but of a diffe- 


rent complexion. _ She was prodigi- 
gioully expert in dancing on the rope; 


and her paſſion for it, was equal to her 


dexterity. You might as well have 


condemned her to death, as have made 


her change her occupation. She was 


my 
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my very intimate friend; in whom Þ 
had a full truſt: for we had grown up- 
together; and had always communi- 
cated our thoughts to each other. How- 
ever, I had not imparted to her, the 
ſecret of my paſſion for Lord B— ;- 
though, if I had informed her of it, I 
am ſure I ſhould have had no cauſe to 
repent of my confidence : for ſh- had- 
been faithful to me on many other oc- 
caſions, even at the expence of diſo- 
bliging her uncle. In my preſent cir- | 
cumſtances, I could not wiſh for a 
better opportunity. of talking freely 
with my patron; and opening my mind 
to him. I'thought, the fortunate mo- 
ment; which I had been fo long, and”; 
eagerly wifhing- for, would never ar- \ 
rive. But I did not douht, in the leaſt, 
when-it ſhould come, that my ſuſpenſe 
and anxicty would .be removed. 


Congratulating- 


| | lf 
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| Congratulating myſelf that an acct- | 
dent, which had coſt me ſo much pain, 
had, likewiſe; procured me this plea- 
ſure, I then for the firſt time made 
a reflection; which I have always ſince 
found confirmed by experience, and | 
which juſtifies the title, I have prefixed | 
to theſe memoirs. A ſurvey of the 
unexpected lucky hits, which happened 
to others, and * myſelf, made the ſub- 
ject of my reflections. I had after- 
wards . many corroborating - proofs of 
NN the influence of good fortune. It has 
been made a deity, by the weakneſs 
of human imagination. Fhere is not 
any predominant conſtellation at our 
birth, which renders us either happy | 
or "miſerable. Human affairs, are an 
effect of the firſt, and univerſal laws of | 
providence ; which generally leaves the | 
courſe of our life to the combinations 
of chance. And theſe combinations 
are, perhaps, remarkably favourable to. 
one: 
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ane man out of a hundred. From theſe 
favourable circumſtances flows that ſe- 
ries of accidents, which we call ſtrokes 
of good fortune; becauſe they come 
upon us, when we leaſt expect them; 
nay; even ſometimes, when all circum- 
ſtances ſeem to exclude them. I am 
one of thoſe, who can boaſt, that I 
have all my life ſeen the ſun break 
forth from clouds; and have heen ena - 
bled, notwithſtanding the greateſt im- 
1 pediments, o advance one ſtep for- 
[ ward in the path of life, tgwards the 
| 


14 goal of earthly felicity; which I at length 
| | attained... The firſt, proof of my ob- 

ſervation, the reader has already ſeen 
1 in the occurrences above mentioned; 
\ andhe will meet with ſo many exam- 
I ples of 'this nature, in chef equrſe hf 
11 theſe memoirs, that there will be no 
= occaſion to mn them en 
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Roſara has a Propoſal made her at Lady 
A 's,— Converſes with the Count, 
with a view to diſcover if be loves her. 


ADY As coach came for me 
early, as if it were auſpicious to my 
deſires; and I went to her houſe, ac- 
companied by Lucinda; where I was 
received with all poſſible demonſtrations 
of love. Soon, likewiſe after me, came 
the Count, my patron, and he was 
the ſole topick of converſation, before 
his arrival. His ſiſter, ſeemed more 
intereſted, than any other perſon, in 
giving me a favourable opinion of him. 
J found that ſhe was acquaimted with 
the ſtory of the watch; and with the _ 

domeſtick diſorders it had occaſioned, 
without any fault of mine. What- 
ever 
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ever good opinion, ſhe had of our maſter, 


ſhe highly diſapproved his conduct in 


this affair; and expreſſed great ſatisfac- 
tion, that he had not then come along 
with me: as, ſhe ſhould, conſequently, 
enjoy my company with more eaſe, and 
freedom. Thele beginnings were ſo 
proſperous, that I thought the whole 
world my own: and, I concluded, that 
my meeting with the Count, her bro- 
ther, would ſtill afford me higher ſuc- 
eeſs. 


Afterwards, the converſation changed 
to another fubje&t ; which had not the 


leaſt connexion with him: but it makes 


the principal foundation of theſe me- 
moirs. The Counteſs memioned ano 
ther company of rope dancers, who. 
had been, the year before, at Palermo; 
but were now at Naples : and made 
a conſiderable noiſe there: becauſe 
they not only entertained the pub- 
ods lick. 
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lick with rope dancing, but they 
likewiſe, acted dramatical pieces, in a 
very maſterly manner, and to very. 
crouded houſes. The ſucceſs of people 
of my own profeſſion; was no news to 
met but the lady did not mean ſimply, . 
to inform me of g fact; for ſne went on 
to aſk. me, if 1, had ever repeated any 
paſſage of a play, by rote: as, in her 
opinion, I had rather been intended by 
nature, for the drama, than for dancing 
on the rope. I anſwered, that I had ſome- 
times repeated ſpeeches, but more for 
pleaſure, than as a ſtudy preparative to 
the art; that our maſter had intended 
to unite tie two profeſſions z but that 
he had not carried his deſign into exc- 
cution: becauſe he was afraid thai he: 
might have multipled his cares and e 
pences, without a ſufficient probability: 
of augmenting, likewiſe, his gain. The; 
ſtage, at preſent, I added, is in a very 
| 6 and contemptible. ſtate; 
Many 


* 
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Many low people have taken it into 
their heads, that their impudence quali- 
fled them to ſpeak in publick'; and 
to get a certain and deeent ſubſiſtence. 
by the theatre. Wretehes, who are ſo 
far from being able to expreſs the paſ- 
ſions:of' the human mind, in a forcible 
manner, that they do not even under- 
ſtand the meaning of thoſe verſes, 
which they mechanically repeat. Hence 
this ancient, and reſpectable profeſſion, 
is fallen into ſuch diſrepute, that gen- 
tlemen, and people of merit, think it 
below: them to embrace it; As. for my- 
ſelf, I believe, my dramatic art would 
he but very moderate, like my ſkill 
in rope-dancing : but; if inclination, 
and taſte/ were only in-queſtion; I would 
much rather. labour with my voice; 
chan wir my legs. I ſhould always 
prefer the application of my mental fa- 
cuhies, to tlie hazardous toil of my 
nn and: it would, * afford 


Vt Ir me 
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me more pleaſure, though it might 
not Proeute „* more reparation, * 
che! worde ien eiten R 652 
1 288 — 9 18 7 
This 1 ſpoke from my Wr as all 
our fütnſly had often heùrd me” talk 
in the ſumeſtrain. The Counteſs de- 
elared herf6lf; entirely of my opinion 3 
and, continuing the- fubject, begged I 
would be ſo obliging as to repeat any 
paſſage, in a play I remembered, that 
ſhe' might be confirmed in her opinion 
of me! complied with her requeſt 
nitihediately'; though not without ſome 
tremor : and, juſt as I was” repeating a 
ſcene out of Sophoniſba, Lord B—— 
unexpectedly arrived; and caught me 
15 the height of my Kang erf * 
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' Sas Helical 
forbed” in what I was about, I dick 
not perteive that he had come in, till T 


keard” hitm applauding me; juſt 281 
[ge concluded 
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concluded a period, with all chat force 
and enthuſiaſm, which the. imageiy in- 
ſpired. At this noiſe I turned about 
I ſaw him—bluſhed—was ſtruck dumb: 
and, covering my face with my hands, 
Iran. into a corner of the room, to 
bige myſelf; as if I had been guilty of a 
fault. All the byſtanders; laughed at 
this humourus accident. The recital 
being ended, the Count, and the reſt of 
the gentlemen, began to commend me ;, 
who all vowed, they would have me 
made à player; though they, ſhould turn 
actors themſelves, and 158 their for- 
tunes in my company. FRTEhet 
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1 ch theſe words for a jeſt ; as they 
really were,:., but Jets freguenty f 
riſe to the moſt ſerious tranſitions of life. 
Accordingſto the opinion of my, lover, 
and his friends, who were, undoubtedly; 
too much prejudiced in my fayour, I 
hag, a, voice, exactly modelled Fon 
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ſage z an action, which animated every 


little circumſtance ; a gracefulneſs, and 


flexibility of carriage, for diverſity of 
characters; and an energy of expreſſion, 
which intereſted and tranſported the 
hearers ; as if the very perſon had been 


ſpeaking, whom I repreſented, This 


was, indeed, ſaying too much, from the 
lictle ſpecimen of my ability, which I 
had given them. But compliments, of 
the ſame kind, in proceſs of time, were 
fo often repeated to me, by thoſe, be- 
fore whom J acted, that theſe firſt en- 
comiums were payed me with ſome 
foundation, | 


To wave this diſcourſe, which only 
oppreſſed my modeſty, I began ſome 
other ſubject; but in vain: for Lord 


 B— reſumed the converſation ; and 


ſaid. l beg the matter may notend in 
idle compliments, and ceremonies : fot 
ſeriouſly, I cannot bear, that you ſhould 

Vor- 2 H waſte 
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waſte your life, in skipping upon a 
rope; at the hazard, of breaking 
your neck.— I - would much 
rather fee you, charming your hearers, 
upon the ſtage ; and making your 'owh 
fortune, as well as that of ſine ſenſible 
manager; who would ſet a proper value 
upon your talents : and uſher them, to 
the beſt advantage, into public eſteem. 
Tell me only, whether,' or no, you chuſe 
to ſecond your genius. For I am rea- 
dy to procure you ſuch a reception, as 
you deſerve, in a company, with whom 
my recommendation, I know, would be 
of weight. If you think of turning 
your views to. the ſtage, the head of the 
company at Naples, will, I am ſure, 
be very glad to have you. His players 
1 have acquired great honour, and 1 
1 ſhould be proud to make that metro- 
11 polis, acquainted with your merit. 1 
18 know what I am ſaying ; and, as I wiſh 
ll you all proſperity, from my keart, it 
j | reſts 
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reſts only with you to facilitate the 
means of doing you ſervice, in ſuch a 
manner, as ſhall be molt ſuitable to 
your talents, to your deſert, and-to my 
earneſt deſire, 


Any other young woman in my ſta- 
tion would have been pnffed up with 
this diſcourſe; , but to me it was a 
gloomy cloud, which intercepted my 
ſight: it was a thunderholt to my ſoul 
which totally deprived me of ſenſation. 
Such a propoſal, from the mouth of 
Lord B —, ſeemed, to me, to deſtroy 
the large profeſſions he had made me, 
in his letter. If I had a mind to turn 
player inſtead of rope- dancer, the change 
was not difficult; and, I did not ſee. 


why, I might not effect it without his 


mediation. But, if I fell back to theſe 
humble views, I thought it was better 
to be the wife of Mr. Greenland, who, 
was the head amongſt his people, than - 

H 2 ii 


143 MEMOIRS of 


a hireling, and a ſervant upon the ſtage. 
I know not, whether or no, the perſo- 
nal merits of the Count, had at that 

il time, taken much hold of my heart. I 

5 Eknov, that the gaudy proſpect of rai- 

=_ ſing my condition had a powerful ef- 

1 fect upon me; and ſtimulated me, per- 

if haps, more warmly than love. If his 

regard for me would go no farther 

than to patronize me in any ordinary 

profeſſion, I thought the proſpect was 
but bleak, and unworthy of my at- 

1 tention. My vanity expanded beyond 

my ſphere. I was not for giving my- 


ſelf any trouble; unleſs it ſhould be 
1 with a view, to produce me ſome ex- | 
traordinary fortune. At the firſt ſhock 
of this diſappointment, I thought the 

very ground failed under my feet: | 
and I was only ſenſible of my exiſtence, | 
by the mortifying idea of my vain, | 
and chimerical grandeur, | | 


L 
* 
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I was now almoſt determined not to 
talk to the Count, my patron, in the 
manner I had propoſed, and planned: 
but, as my fears might poſſibly be 
groundleſs, I thought it was better to 
come to a full knowledge of my yet 
uncertain deſtiny. To his offers, I re- 


Joined only in general terms of gra- 
titude, and reſpect: and I waited for 


the favourable moment when I ſhould 
be at liberty, to ſpeak to him in a 


different language. I had the mor- 


| tifieation to find it long protracted, 
by many trifling occurrences. After 


a tedious - interval, however, we roſe 


from table: and the company went to 


cards, As I knew nothing of any 


game, I was neceſſarily left out : and 


when J happened to be at ſome dif- 
tance from the reft, Lord B came 
up to me, and made me fit down: 
with him, at a card table that ſtood 
apart: under the pretence of teaching 

| H 3 me 
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me a certain game, the very name of 
which, I inſtantaneouſly forgot; my 
mind was ſo abſorbed in other objects. 
My deareſt Roſara, ſaid he to me, (and 
he preſſed my hand while he ſpoke) my 
deareſt Roſara, I am deſirous of doing 
you a material ſervice ; and I have not 
yet the pleaſure to know, whether you 
are ſatisfied with it, —Softly, good Sir, 
interrupting him here, ſomewhat ſharp- 
ly; I never heard, that it was cuſto- 


mary for people of different ſex, and 


ſtation, to begin their converſation, by 
talking with the hands. This treatment 
I know, ariſes, becauſe I unfortunately 


was not at liberty to ſend you an an- 


ſwer to the letter, in which you were 
ſo obliging, as to incloſe your preſent 


of the watch. If you had received 
my : letter in return; and by it been 


made acquainted with my ſentiments, 
I am apt to imagine you would now 


addreſs me in a different manner. I 


Was 


* 
— — 
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was not at a loſs, how to return you 
my thanks in the common form of 
politeneſs ; but, I have hitherto delayed 
any diſcharge of my debt, becauſe, as 

I was ignorant of what you meant by 
your offers, I knew not exactly, in what 
ſtrain to expreſs my gratitude. My 
modeſty, which you are pleaſed to ex- 
aggetate in that very obliging letter, 
cannot be aſcribed to me as any merit: 
becauſe i it is only a rigid duty of my 
age, my ſex, and my Rumble education. 


That a gentleman of your rank, ſhould. 


fall in love, with a girl in my ſtation, 
is not an uncommon caſe: but, the 
fate of many, has not been ſo favour- 
able, as to juſtify the weakneſs of one. 
I will admit, that you are ready to do 
any thing, for my ſake : but, that, 
any thing, with regard to me, is merely 
an ideal good: for, I am ſenſible I de- 
ſerve nothing; and, therefore, hope for 
nothing from you. I am determined, 


2 
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not to admit the impreſſions of love; 
unleſs, 1 can have the offer of a match, 

which, by an equality of condition, 
promiſes me reciprocal, and equal hap- 
pineſs. Without this inducement, [ 
will not fell my liberty, for all the wealth 
of the world: and, even this induce- 


ment, has not force enough, to decoy 
me ſo far, as to make me haſtily take 


a reſolution, on which, the ſatisfaction 
of my life depends. 1 am more deſi- 
rous of quiet, than marriage : and were 
I even diſpoſed to marry, 1 can have 
Mr. Greenland, when I think roper :. 
he waits only for my conſent : : I do oor 
know what I ſhall determine, with te 
gard to this view; becauſe, I myſt r 5 2 
gulate my conduct, as I ſhall find my- 
ſelf circumſtanceg. But I am very 
certain, and I tell it you, Sir, to give 
you an atteſtation of my eſteem for you, 
that nothing i in the world ſhall induce. 
me to marry him, except your advice. 
This 
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This is the moſt obſequious ſentiment 
of gratitude that my heart can cheriſh,, 
in return: for your geednefs ; which L 
have but too much experienced; and, 
I am aſhamed, I cannot make you. a 


[/- more ſuitable return. Thus, I defire 


you to be the arbiter. of my will = 
and by giving you the direction of it, 
I reſign: myſelf up, as it were, to your 
diſpoſal. In accepting this truſt, you: 
need, not ſay, that yau are ready to do 
any thing for me: becauſe here your 
compaſſion alone, is requiſite; which, 
aſſuredly I need. not deſpair of obtain 
ing; ſince, I have already. regcived ſas 
many, teſtimanies, of it. from you. 


CHAR 
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The myſterious Anſwer which Lord B— 
gives to Roſara. The Meaſures 
they take to prevent an ee, with 
each other. | 


* 


LD B. — heard me, to the end, 

with a moſt earneſt attention: but, 
as he kept a ſteady calmneſs of coun- 
tenance, I could not read the operations 
of his mind. I hung, as it were, upon 
his lips, in expectation of an anſwer, 
that ſnould decide my fate: but he 


made me wait for it a conſiderable time, 


looking me ſtedfaſtly in the face, with- 


cout uttering a ſyllable. At laſt he broke 


ſilence: but in an act of aſtoniſhment, 
and anger; which filled me with appre- 
henſion,——— Well! exclaimed he, 

p ' riking 
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ſtriking the table, at which we ſat, and 
ſhuffling a pack of cards; well; ſuch 
is the perverſeneſs of this world: we 
cannot do all that we would: nor can 
we always ſpeak the ſentiments with - 
which we are inſpired. I ſhould here 
be ſilent, leſt I do you an injury: and 
yet, I muſt ſpeak, leſt I do myſelf one. 
Mr. Greenland your huſband !—If I 
ſaw this event, I would give my ſuffrage 
to the common opinion; that women . 
of your profeſſion are born to be un- 
fortunate, I have ſpoken. amiſs, my 
dear madam, I have ſpoken amiſs : or, 
however, I ſhould not have gone ſuch 
a length with you. This match may 
make you happy : or, at leaſt, it may 
not make you [unfortunate as, per- 
haps, my affection might. A preſent. 
mediocrity may be preferable to a fu- 
ture uncertain grandeur. Nothing is 
wanting, but your aſſent, to make you 

H 6 con- 


2741911 
* 


— — — — — x 
— — 
* —— "> 


— 
— — — 


— 
— — — — — — 


— — 
WD 88 5 


— 


156 M n S of 


Kt 


4 ff 


you a lady, 7 — 18 — 4 cer- 
tainly, that 1 would not do for. you 3s 


becar . 1 oye you: but you will not. 


like to ſuffer any, delay ; ; becauſe, per- 


haps, you like yourſelf better, than any. 
other perſon. The opinions of t the World 
have not empire, enough over me, to, 
make 1 me a tyrantoyermyſelF: but !] lend 
tates of nature. I could marry you to- 
morrow, without the leaſt violence to _ 
my on heart; without: any difficulty : 


but, by ſo doing, I ſhould give exqui- 


ſite pain tu my mother. I know very 
well to what lengths her. affe&ion car- 
ries. her, in my favour : and I love her 
too well-to accelerate her death, by 
diſobliging her. Time alone can com- 
bine the duties of a ſon, and-· of a lover. 


For that time, which cannot be at a 


* * e I can wait with pa- 
tience, 
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tience, through my. ßlial affection: 
but you may think this procraſtination, 
of Prejudice to your honour. I muſt 
leave you to act as you think proper.— 
I cannot bear to think, that my influ» 
ence. may, poſſibly, injure your peace, 
or fortune: and my conſcience will al- 
ways acquit me, for having made yon 
as good an offer, as was in my power: 
though, to your prudence, and tender 
apprehenſions, it may ſeem of no con- 
ſequence. Let us be friends, if we are 
not to be lovers: and if I loſe a wife, 
who, would be dearer to me than my 
being, I ſhall, haye, at leaſt, the con- 
ſolation to reflect, that we miſſed not 
each other by my fault. This, madam, 


is the explanation of my promiſes: and, 


perhaps, it may occaſion your refuſal of 


them. Depend upon it, I will marry 


you, if you will, wait till I can do it, 
withour offending my mother. It is 


Anh mately vue. 943.1 Gull 


ever 
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ever gain her conſent, if we conſider 
her character, and maxims: but, we 
may conclude, without any improba- 
bility, that ſhe will, one time or other, 


die. May Heaven long preſcrve her! 


But her age, and her conſtitution, fore- 
bode, that ſhe will not be very long a- 
Mongſt us. As ſoom as I ſhall be free, 
nothing fhall prevent me from making 
you mine; except a contrary determina- 
tion of your will. If this hope appears 
to you diſtant, and uncertain, I would 
have you follow your own inclinations ; 
that you may never have occaſion to 
charge me with your' unhappinefs. The 
alternative is not ſo eaſy ; and, there- 
fore, I cannot ſo eaſily expect from you 
an unchangeable deciſion. Think the 
matter over, at your leifute: for I pro- 


| miſe you, upon the honour of a gentle- 


man, I will not alter my refotution, till 
I am acquainted with yours. My beſt 


wiſhes attend you, till our next meet- 
REA ing : 
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ing: for I need not further explain 
myſelf to day. 


Having ſpoken thus, he was getting 


up, to go away: but I detained him: 
for there ſtill remained a perplexity in 
my mind, which I could not bear. I 
had got more ſatisfaction than I ex- 
pected from him; conſidering the be- 
ginning of our interview. As people 
in love are credulous, his words had, 


with me, an oracular authority. I was 
pleaſed, to find I was not deceived in 


my hopes.—l was pleaſed, to find, that 


I had come to the knowledge of what I 
had to expect ; without incurring the 
imputation of forwardneſs :—and, I was 


pleaſed, to find in him thoſe ingenuous 


ſentiments, which I endeavoured to che- 
riſh in myſelf ; and which, I wiſhed he 
might principally eſteem in me. Since 
he had firmly promiſed that he would 


marry me, he well deſerved that I ſhould 


"F wait 
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wait for him. For patience was neceſ- 
fary, in his ſituation. But what was to 
become of me, till the happy moment 
arrived, when I was to be his wife ? 
They, who do not take every circum- 
ſtance into conſideration, ſeldom reach 
the object of their deſires. The world 
abounds with heads, that are fraught 
with magnificent ideas: but they are ſo; 

negligent, and ſtupid; in bringing the 
means to an end, that all their gaudy, 
luxuriant thoughts die, fruitleſsly, a- 
way. Since we cannot, at a bound, 
paſs from one extreme to another, we 
ſnould, firſt of all, conſider, what way 
we are to take, This was the firſt, and 


immediate reflexion, which preſonted 
itſelf to me, on that oecaſion. I may 


ſafely wait, thought I: but / what ſhall 
I. do, in the mean time? Shall I proſe- 
cute my buſineſs? But who will: ſecure 
me from. Mr. Greenland's impartunity ;. 
ifjeyer he ſhould, in earneſt, be. diſpoſed: 

| tO 
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to take me, for his wife ? Shall I deter- 
mine to leave him? But how ſhall I 
ſubſiſt, at the epence of another, with- 
out giving umbrage to the world ? Shall 
go and get my bread in another com- 
pany of rope-dancers, or players? But 
how could I do that, unleſs I had a mo- 


ther at my ſide, to ſcreen me from flan- 


der? In whatever light 1 viewed this 
point, I ſaw difficulties: nor durſt I 
venture upon a reſolution, without ad- 


| vice. 


This uncertainty made me detain 
Lord B—— : and, having laid. my 
doubts before him, I begged his aſſiſt- 
' ance. You loſe yourſelf, anſwered he, 
in trifles ; for nothing ſhould be diffi- 
Cult to a, perſon, who is really in love. 
If you deſire to be independent of Mr. 
Greenland, that you may not be ex- 
poſed to his courtſhip, you may leave 
him; and remain, nevertheleſs, in Pa- 
lermo : 
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| lermo: and I will take as much care 


of your ſupport, as of my own. If you 
be afraid, that, by living in this man- 
ner, you will lower yourſelf, in the 
eſteem of the public, I think there is 


ſome reaſon for it: as the good opi- 
nion of the world ought to regulate. our 


conduct. In this caſe I ſhould be ex- 


poſed to cenſure, as well as you: and 


my mother's ſuſpicions might be ex- 
cited ; which would render the remedy 
worſe than the diſeaſe.” But is there no 
other courſe for us to take, by which 


_ neceſſity, and prudence, may be com- 


bined? There certainly is, my deareſt 


Roſara: and I can propoſe one of them: 


and you may have the liberty of chooſ- 
ing. If you chuſe to enter into the 
company of actors, at Naples, I will 


take care that you ſhall be well received 


there ; and reſpected as one whom 1 
patronize. If you would bid adieu, 
for ever, to ſuch a way of life; and in 


that 
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that manner give me an opportunity of 
ſerving you, I will engage that my ſiſ- 
ter ſhall take you into her family, in 
the quality of her woman : but, depend 


upon it, ſhe ſhall treat you as her daugh- 


ter. I will not tell you to which of the 
two ways I am moſt inclined: for, in 
this matter, I would, by no means, 
have you ſacrifice your opinion to mine. 
Reſolve as you think fit: for I ſhall con- 
cur, with the utmoſt pleaſure, in your 
determination. | 


No terms could be more honourable 
than theſe; or more expreſſive of his 
deſiring to make me happy. I could 
then no longer doubt of the ſeope of his 
intentions: and I was as much over- 
Joyed, as a girl in love could {be, with 
the flattering idea, that I ſhould one day 
be his wife. I found I could content- 
edly. wait, till the death of his mother. 
I ſaw my fortune made: I ſaw my 

hap- 
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Pineſs eſtabliſhed in that hope: and J 
would ſuffer any thing, that I might 
not be wanting to myſelf: but I was 
very much embarraſſed in my choice 
of the two ſtations propoſed to me. 


As my ſpirit was naturally high, I 
ſuddered at the very name of a ſer- 
vant. I had taſted the ſweets of pub- 
lc admiration : and ta paſs from the 
liberty of the theatre to the limits of 
of four walls, I thought a very abrupt, 
and glomy tranſition, *Tis true, I 
ſhould be continualy under the eye of 


the man I loved: but J ſhould like- 
wiſe be expaſed to the cenſure of his 
relations; who never would aprove of 


our correſpondence. My ſentiments 


were always ſuperior to my condition : 
and I could not forget myſelf, for the 


ſake of another. I fancied, that, by 
this humiliation, I ſhould become con- 
temptible to the Count; as before I had 

| been 
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been his idol, by my modeſt reſerve, 
and maiden dignity, No, thought I 
to myſelf, I will not be a ſervant; even 
though ſervice ſhould be the path to a 
throne. The bread that I can earn, by 
my own induſtry, and talents, will be 
ſweeter than that which I ſhall eat as a 
domeſtic, in a family. The wills of 
men are ſubject to the general mutability 
of human nature. If I ſhould be led 
to this meaſure, by the hopes of mar- 
rying the Count, and he ſhould ceaſe to 
love me, I loſe, at the ſame time, the 
fruits of his patronage, and of my 
youth; and ſhould be ſtigmatized with 
the meanneſs, of having ſerved for 


- bread. No! I will not be a ſervant; 


and, ſince it is my duty to attempt all 
honeſt means of bettering my condi- 
tion, let me do it by gradual and prac- 
ticable means, I will quit rope dancing, 
and join the company of players at Na- 
ples 3 
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ples; and, in that ſituation, wait for 


the completion of my golden hopes. 


1 ran over theſe thoughts, briefly, 
within myſelf: and I laid them after- 
wards, more fully before my patron ; 
who aproved of my judgment. But 
there aroſe another difficulty, which 
put me to as great a nonplus as ever.— 
How could I ſeparate myſelf from Mr. 
Greenland; without an honourable pre- 
text, which might juſtify my precipitate 
conduct in the eyes of the world? I 
owed every thing to him, I knew that 
my parents were yet alive: but I was 
a total ſtranger to my father: and I had 
not ſeen, nor heard any account of my 
mother for more than ſix years. I had 
left her in the kingdom of Naples ; 
which was the country where Mr. 
Greenland took me into his profeſſion. 
Her diſpoſition, which I have deline- 


ated, at the beginning of theſe Me- 


moirs, 
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moirs, made her ſo indifferent about 
her daughter, that ſhe never enquired 
after me. If ſhe had been with me, I 
might have entered upon any courſe I 
thought proper; for the company of a 


mother gives a ſanction to any ſtep, to 


people of my age, and profeſſion, In 
order, therefore, to proceed in my 
ſcheme, of entering into the company, 
at Naples, it was previouſly neceſſary 
to ſend for my mother : but this could 
not be effeted, without the aſſiſtance 
of Mr. Greenland, whom I muſt win 
over to my purpole, by ſome ſpecious 
pretence. | 


Lord B approved of my pro- 
ject ; and he did not think the execution 
of it ſo difficult as it appeared to me; 
whoſe mind was filled with the ſame ti- 
morous reſpect for Mr. Greenland, as 
if I had been his daughter. In fact, 


the Count pointed out to me the moſt 
| prudent 


[ 
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prudent manner of proceeding. He pro- 
poſed to me the method we ſhould ob- 
ſerve in carrying on - our epiſtolary cor- 
reſpondence; by which it would be un- 
diſcoverable to the moſt inquiſitive re- 
ſearch: and with a thouſand reciprocal 
expreſſions of tenderneſs, we concluded 
this meeting; which was the occaſion of 
many perplexities to me, and, likewiſe, 
of my preſent happy ſituation, 
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The unexpected arrival of Roſara's no- 
ther : the conſequences of her ſtrange 
diſpeſition ,, and her oppoſition to Ro- 

Jara's dejires. 


PLL of this great deſign, I was, 
in the evening, reconducted to 
my inn: and in the way, I was only 
taken up with ſuch ideas, as encour- 
aged me to put it in execution. If we 
are born with a high ſpirit, it; may, 
for ſome time, be ſuppreſſed, by the 
rigour of our government : but it will, 
at length,. break forth; and, perhaps, 
launch beyond the confines of pru- 
dence. In the two months of my a- 
bode, 'at Palermo, I had found fuch 
a change within myſelf ; and grew ſe 
much more enterprizing, every day, 
* '; 08 I that, 
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that, when I reviewed ſome of my late 
conduct, it now appeared eaſy, and 
familiar : though, a little before, I 
ſhould have ſhuddered, merely at the 
thoughts of it. The proſpect of a diſ- 
tant good, with which my love ſoothed 
me, made me think the worſt conſe- 
_ quence of Mr. Greenland's reſentment, 
but a trifling evil. I longed for an in- 
terview with him, in which I might 
unfold my mind to him 1n the ſofteſt 
manner; and perſuade him to give me 
my liberty: though I ſhould even be 
obliged to ſacrifice the diſputed watch, 
to the ambitious claims of his favourite. 
It was yet in my hands: but I might 
now honourably reſign it, for 'my 
freedom. 1 


* 


= was my diſpoſition of mind, 
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rival, ordered me to be called: and I 
immediately recollected, that his im- 
patience was greater than mine; and 
that he was eager to know the determi- 
nation of the affair. In going to his 
chamber, I met Mrs. Foreſta, who 
gave me a reſentful ſide- look; and paſſed 
me without further notice. She re- 
ceived as little ſalutation from me: for 

the contempt of my enemies hath al- 
ways been my ſtrongeſt ſhield of de- 
fence. Juſt as I was coming into Mr. 
Greenland's preſence, a curious inven- 
tion came into my head: I thought I 
would pretend indiſpoſition to keep | 
him moderate in his temper ; and pre- | 
vent him from exaſperating me; if my 
diſcourſe ſhould happen to diſpleale 
him. I ſhould as ſoon have expected 
death, as to meet with the eK L 
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1 ͤ T 
this, could not have been given me: 
for it was juſt the ching I wanted, How 
traly may we remark, that fortune 
makes us her paſtime: flying from us 
when we purſue her; and purſuing us 
when we fly from her! What would 
I not have given, a few moments be- 
fore, to have obtained this diſmiſſion! 
And yet, a whimſical accident brought 
it about for me, when I had leaſt ex- 
pectation of it. I accomodated myſelf 
to my circumſtances. I aſſumed an air 
of concern; and told him, I was forry \ 
we ſhould come to a rupture, for ſuch 
a trifle. But I took care to quicken my 
gentleneſs with two or three pcignant 


expreſſions, that might bring us mu- 
tually 
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would never contradict, I could lay 
little ſtreſs upon her ſteadineſs; and, 


ne therefore, my firſt Care was to avail my- 
_ * felf of her preſent diſpoſition, which was 


fo favourable to the execution of my 
14 deſign. I immediately ſent a letter to 
Lord B ; and informed him of my 
ſituation : and my mother did not make 
the leaſt ſcruple to-carry it in perſon; 


3 that ſhe might have the pleaſure of re- 
oy venging herſelf, What weight her elo- 
1 quence added to my writing, I know 
” not: but the iſſue of that embaſſy was 
TY | as favourable to my deſires, as I could 
5 have wiſhed. About two hours after, 
2 he ſent me for anſwer, that there was a 
- lodging ready for me, to which I might 


n repair when I pleaſed ; that I ſhould 
_ Vor. I. K there 
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prudent mannerof proceeding. He pro- 
poſed to me the method we ſhould ob- 
ſerve in carrying on our epiſtolary cor- 
reſpondence ; by which it would be un- 
diſcoverable to the moſt inquiſitive re- 
ſearch: and with a thouſand reciprocal 
expreſſions of tenderneſs, we concluded 
this meeting; which was the occaſion of 
many perplexities to me, and, likewiſe, 
of my preſent happy ſituation, 


0 
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The unexpected arrival of Roſara's mo- 
ther : the conſequences of her ſtrange 
diſpoſition ,, and her oppoſition to Ro- 
ſara's deſires. 


* of this great deſign, I was, 

in the evening, reconducted to 
my inn: and in the way, I was only 
taken up with ſuch ideas, as encour- 
aged me to put it in execution. If we 
are born with a high ſpirit, its may, 
for ſome time, be ſuppreſſed, by the 
rigour of our government: but it will, 
at length, break forth; and, perhaps, 
launch beyond the confines of pru— 
dence. In the two months of my a- 
bode, at Palermo, I had found ſuch 
a change within myſelf ; and grew is 
much more enterprizing, every day, 
„ 4 ; that, 
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that, when I reviewed ſome of my late 
conduct, it now appeared eaſy, and 
familiar : though, a little before, I 
ſhould have ſhuddered, merely at the 
thoughts of it. The proſpect of a diſ- 


tant good, with which my love ſoothed 


me, made me think the worſt conſe- 


quence of Mr. Greenland's reſentment, 
but a trifling evil. I longed for an in- 


terview with him, in which I might 
unfold my mind to him in the ſofteſt 
manner; and perſuade him to give me 
my liberty: though I ſhould even be 
obliged to ſacrifice the diſputed watch, 
to the ambitious claims of his favourite, 
It was yet in my hands: but I might 
now honourably reſign it, for 'my 
freedom, 


Such was my diſpoſition of mind, 
when I got home: but that was not 
the time to execute my intentions, My 
maſter, however, informed of my ar- 

rival, 
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rival, ordered me to be called: and 1 
immediately recollected, that his im- 
patience was greater than mine; and 
that he was eager to know the determi- 
nation of the affair. In going to his 
chamber, I met Mrs. Foreſta, who 
gave me areſentful ſide-look ; and paſſed 
me without further notice, She re- 
ceived as little ſalutation from me: for 
the contempt of my enemies hath al- 
ways been my ſtrongeſt ſhield of de- 
fence. Juſt as I was coming into Mr. 
Greenland's preſence, a curious inven- 
tion came into my head: I thought I 
would pretend indiſpoſition to keep 
him moderate in his temper ; and pre- 
vent him from exaſperating me; if my 
diſcourſe ſhould happen to diſpleale 
him. I ſhould as ſoon have expected 
death, as to meet with the object I 
then ſaw: for it was at the greateſt 
poſſible diſtance from my fancy. I 
found a woman, in his company very 

I 2 wretchedly 
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wretchedly equipped; and rather ſtrick- 
en in years; to whom ] gave ſo little 
heed, that I ſtarted back with aſtoniſh- 
ment, when he introduced her to me, 
as my mother. | 


Extravagant combination of chance 
who ſports with our profoundeſt re- 
flections; as if ſhe would make us in- 
debted to her for all the good we have 
in the world ! I had puzzled my brains 
for hours to find how I could perſuade 


my maſter to ſend for my mother toi me; 


that I might be enabled, the more ea- 
ſily, to effect the plan, which my, lover, 
and I, had concerted: and lo, ſhe 
ſtood there, unexpectedly, before me; 
without being ſent for, by any body: 
and, I add, againſt her will. 


I ſoon knew her: for the ſpace of 
ſix years, during which, we had been 


aſunder, had not eraſed her image from 
| 10 
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my memory: and I left her at an age, 
capable of diſcernment. The tranſ- 
ports of my joy, at this unexpected 
meeting, were as ſenſible, as unlooked 
for: not becauſe I deſired to ſee my 
mother; but, becauſe I judged her ne- 
ceſſary to the completion of my late 
reſolutions. Every one would imagine 
her diffolved in maternal tendernels, 
on this occaſion, to excite my Pt 
ous gratitude, Nothing of this hap- 
pened. - My mother, from the firſt mo- 
ment I was capable of knowing her, 
had given me repeated ſtrokes of the 
abſurd character, which her ſtep-dame, 
nature, had given her; and of which I 
have already drawn a picture. 


You ſee, Roſara, ſaid ſhe, with a 
ſmile; you ſee I have come to viſit 
you : but the truth is, I was under a 
neceſſity of finding you out. I have 
heard ſo much of your fame, and proſpe- 

1. 3 rity, 
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rity : and you have been ſo forgetful of 
the mother who bore you, that I was 
forced to come hither, in perſon, to 
oblige you to diſcharge your duty, by 
relieving my extreme wants, Since I 
have heard you ſpoken of with ap- 
plauſe, even at Rome, you mult, cer- 
tainly, have the world at your diſpo- 


al: and it is very fit, that you ſhould 


let your mother have a ſhare of it. 
Enough for the preſent : we'll talk of 


theſe things more at our leiſure. I am 
glad to fee you well: and, ſince you 


have been dining ſumptuouſly- with 


your patrons, for God's ſake order me 


ſome ſupper: for I have eat nothing 
for two days; and very badly for two 
years. | 


Whether I was ſurprized, or not, at 
this compliment, I will leave the reader 
to judge: who, perhaps, if he had 


been in my place, would, have fallen 


into 
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into a hearty fit of laughing. The de- 
Iicacy of my ſentiments, would not 
ſuffer me ſo much as to ſmile, at 
theſe vulgar ſentiments, I made her 
no direct anſwer : but only aiked her, 
why ſhe had not given me previous 
notice, of her intention to come to 
Palermo. What, anſwered ſhe, is there 
occaſion for ſo much preparative cere- 
mony, when a mother is going to ſee 
her daughter? I knew you were well 
ſituated : letters are expenſive. I heard 
by a letter, which Mr. Greenland had 
written to one of his friends at. Rome, 
that you gave very promiſing hapes 
in your profeſſion ; and that your ſuc- 
ceſs, was even ſuperior to your art, I 
did not know, how to turn myſelf to 
live: for, my huſband has not ſent me 
a farthing, for above two years paſt. 
I will go, thought I, to my daughter, 
and make her ſupport me. I fold fome 
furniture, ro enable me to make my 

I 4 journey,, 
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journey, betwixt Rome, and Naples. 

At Naples, I took ſhipping for Pa- 

lermo, with very little proviſion : and, 

two days ago, that little was all ſpent. 

Here I am now, wearied out with 
hunger, cold, fatigue, and want of 

ſleep : hither, I have come, with a de- WHT 
termination, to paſs the remainder of 

my life with my daughter ; whoſe duty 

it is to maintain me, and treat me like 

a mother. 


Extremely well; I here replied | 
but I conld ſay no more: for I was 
like to laugh. I got up, therefore, to 
go away: ſhe followed me out of the 
room :—and Mr. Greenland ſaid no- 
thing to the ſubject; but only ordered 

me to ſupply her, with what ſhe want- 
ed,— | was now, in a very dif- 
ferent ſituation, from what! lately was; 
but not a jot leſs perplexed: for my 
mother's humour kept me uneaſy; and 

I 


— — ——— 
= — —— ym =" 
— — — — — 


CY” ̃ R 
— — 


— — 


IE———_— 
—ͤ— — 


| 

i 
1 
| 


Ar ACTRESS. rey 


F feared it would be a cauſe of fome- 
diſturbance. 


The next day, I wrote to Lord 
B , and informed him of what had 
happened. I ſent my letter by the 
conveyance he had pointed out to me: 
he ſent me for anſwer, that he was 
very glad to find fortune ſo favourable 
to our intentions ; and, that. he would 
write that very evening to Naples, and 
beſpeak for me in the company of co- 
medians there, ſuch employment as 
ſhould be beſt ſuited to my taſte, and 
abilities. The reſolution ſeemed to me- 
ſomewhat premature ; becauſe, I did 
not as yet know, how my. mother 
would reliſh the ſcheme. I could now 
be very courageous with. Mr. Green- 
land; but, I found my ſpirit fail me, 
when I wanted to influence my mo- 
ther's will. We are impreſſed by 
nature, with ſentiments towards our: 
1 5 parents, 


178 MEMOIRS of 


parents, which are totally independant 
of reaſoning, and conduct. A 
mother, is ſtill a mother: and how 
extravagant ſoever, her behaviour is, 
it will not juſtify our faults. The 
world always loudly vindicates the 
Tights of nature, and of heaven. What- 
ever we may ſay in our own behalf, 
againſt our parents, the world is ge- 
nerally diſpoſed to judge favourably 
of them. *Tis true, they are often ac- 
countable for our tranſgreſſions, by 
their neghgence, or bad examples : but 
it becomes not us to avenge ourlelves 
of them by harſhneſs, and irreverence, 


My mother, if ſhe had thought fir, 
might now have made me very ealy. 
Had ſhe but cheerfully complied with 
my propoſal, ſhe would have ſpared 
me the pain of coming to an open 
rupture with Mr. Greenland. I thought 


we enn have NOV: the parting ſcene 
with 
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with Mr. Greenland, very ſpeciouſly, 
had my mother only pretended, that 
ſhe again claimed her authority over. 
me, and inſiſted on my entering, under 
her care, into the company. of come- 
dians at Naples; who had afſured her, 
I. ſhould find that ſtep very much to 
my advantage, Thus, Mr. Greenland's 
hopes of marrying me, would have- 
been deſtroyed : thus Lord B——'s. 
application in my favour, would have 
had its full effect: thus, I ſhould have 
been entirely miſtreſs of myſelf, and 
determined to marry only by. my. own, 
Will. 


In ſhort, I unfolded this project to 
my mother, as artfully as I could; with» 
out ſaying a word to her of my con- 
nexion with my patron : but ſhe rung 
ſuch an abſurd peal in my ears, that 
I was heartily lorry I had ſpoken to 
her about the matter.-What a mad 

| I 6 wretch, 
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wretch, thou art, ſaid ſhe, that wovldeſt 
leave a preſent certainty for an uncer- 
tain proſpect! Heaven grant that Mr. 
Greenland would deign to marry you! 
For my part, I do not think you de- 
ſerve ſo good fortune. Whether that 
happens or not, you are here treated 
like a daughter: you are in a family, 


where you want for nothing; and I am 


not in a humour to throw away good 
luck; and, inſtead of being genteely 
waited upon, to ramble about, and 


ſerve a romantick theatrical dame, with- 


out a farthing to ſuccour me. What a 
ridiculous whim is this! Who the de- 
vil has put theſe fantaſtick notions in- 
to your head? Where are all your mag- 
nificent patrons, whom I have heard 
ſpoken of even at Rome ? For you do 
not ſeem to me to have the value of 


two crowns upon your back. I ſhall 


take care to rectify this nonſenſe with 
my authority. I will not have hens 
in 
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in the houſe, that lay no eggs: I ſhall 
rid you of thoſe ſhining fops, who 
ruin the character of young girls, with- 
out ſo much, as making them a preſent 
of a gown. Mr. Greenland and I ſhall 
ſettle the matter. I am in need of 
every thing; and I will not any more 
go rambling after my huſband for a 
ſupport, and ſhow myſelf as mad as 
te, Right reckoning makes long 
friends: let me be treated like what I 
am; and then let Mr. Greenland marry 
you to-morrow if he pleaſes: for, I 
ſhall not only agree to it myſelf; but, 
likewiſe, inſiſt on your conſent, Ima- 
gine to yourſelf, whether or no, I have 
come hither from Rome to go ſtrolling 
about the world with Madam Actreſs, 
and ſerving in quality of her domeſtic, 


I was confounded beyond expreſſion, 
with this peal of inſolence, folly, and 
vulgarity. I had a thouſand arguments 

; A 
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at my tongue's end, that might have 
confuted her ſtuff: but, to what pur- 
pole ſhould I have produced them, 
wher. I ſaw ſhe was too weak, to com- 
prehend them? JI, therefore, only 
ſhrugged up my ſhoulders, and told 
her, I was ſorry I had met with a mo- 
ther, who was likely to be my torment, 
But this reply, had aimoſt made her 
blab my ſecret intentions, to the whole 
family. Cruelly. agitated with this em- 
barraſſment, and oppoſition to my aim, 
J was going to write that very day to 
Lord B:; and inform him of my 
dilaſter. As J knew not how to cx- 
tricate myſelf from this difficulty, I 
was under a neceſlity. of applying to 
him for aſſiſtance. I had even fart 
down to begin my letter: but, fortune 
had a mind to amuſe herſelf with my 
ſatisfaction, as well as my calamity, 
She gave birth to an accident, that 
wrought ſo abſolute a change in the 
mind 
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mind of my mother, that ſhe begged 
of me with tears in her eyes, to put 
the propoſal into execution; which a 
little before, ſhe had, with ſuch obſti- 
nacy oppoſed, 
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An odd Accident makes Reſara's Mother 
inſiſt upon ber leaving Mr. Greenland's 
Company. 


1 Have now come to that part of my 

Memoirs, which includes the ſecond 
period of life. It introduces the ſubject 
of that part I have acted in the drama 


of this world. Whoever could live here 


below, as a mere ſpectator of what hap- 
pens to others, would ſave much in— 
quietude : but every one muſt, like- 
wile, play his own part: without which, 
he lives uſeleſs to ſociety ; and cannot, 
in a moral ſenſe, be ſaid to live at all. 


The parts we exhibit, in this wide thea- 


tre, are very different: but they all 
agree 1n one particular: in their being 


a 


A ACTRESS. 185 


a conſtant mixture, of good and evil. 
Colours have their ſhade; and light 
has its ſhadow : tor theſe contraſts give 
a relief to each other. An uninter- 
rupted ſeries of felicity, is a chimera, 
which is incompatible with the conſti- 
tution of human nature. A perpetual 


train of misfortunes, is; I may venture 


to aſſert, impoſſible : becauſe the weak- 
neſs of our frame would make us ſink 
under the burden, Thofe accidents, 
which we call evils, are frequently only 
imaginary ones : for even with good 
fortune we are never ſufficiently ſatiſ- 
fied. What we call good, very often 


does not deſerve the name: and it is 


only miſtaken for ſuch, by our paſſions, 
which are blind. . If we were not hur- 
ried on, by them, to unfair concluſions, 
we ſhould find, that Providence has 
diſtributed to mankind a very juſt pro- 
portion of joy, and forrow, If we ſet a 


perſon happy, we have no reaſon to in- 
ter 
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fer, he always has been ſo; or always 
will. If we ſec another man milerable, 
we are not to ſuppoſe, that he has never 
been happy; or that he is always to be 
wretched. The diviſion of enjoyments 
and ſufferings, is equitable to the high- 
eſt degree: for it is apportioned by an- 
omniſcient and impartial God. Some- 
times, by his impenetrable diſpoſitions, 
we ſee dealt out, to the ſame perſon, a 
long ſucceſſion of misfortunes: and, 
ſometimes, on the contrary, a chain of 
proſperity : and the beholders, miſled 
by thoſe glaring incidents, pronounce 
us abfolutely fortunate, or unhappy. 
But, if we could minutely ſurvey the 
whole lives of individuals, we ſhould lee 
their ſhare of happineſs brought more 
to a level; and we ſhould not find any 
one of the unfortunate, without his por- 
tion of good; nor any perſon, amongſt 
the proſperous, without à large allot- 
ment of evil. | 

My 
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My own experience has led me to 
this ſpeculation : and what I am going 
to deliver, will tend to prove, that its 
leſſons have been juſt. My mother's 
temper ſeemed, to me an evil; which 
directly ran counter to my deſires: and 
yet, in the end, it turned out the readi- 
eit means to effect them. I have, al- 
ready, told the reader, that ſhe would 
not ſuffer me to leave Mr. Greenland: 
and I ſhall now acquaint him how ſhe 
changed her humour: and became the 
principal cauſe of a ſeparation; which, 
a little before, I was afraid would be 
impracticable. 1 2114 


Our people dined, as uſual, in com- 
mon, at one table: where each, without 
ceremony, helped themſelves, as they 
thought proper. A violent head-ach 
prevented me, that day, from going to 
dinner: however, my ſenſible mother 


trudged away, cven before ſhe was 
called. 
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called. As I was not with her, I could 
not do the honours of the table to her: 
and the reſt did not think it incumbent 
upon them to take any particular notice 
of her, as ſhe was not an infant, and did 
not ſtand in need of being fed. She 
was ſo extravagantly fooliſh, as not to 
eat a bit, during all the time of dinner; 
becauſe it did not come into any body's 
head to deſire. her to help herſelf as ſhe 
liked: and when it was over, ſhe fel 
into a ridiculous fit of crying, and ſob- 
bing; as if they looked upon her with 
an evil eye, and grudged her a meal. 
I was extremely ſurprized, when ſhe 
flew into my room, hke a mad woman, 
and ſtunned me with her furious com- 
plaints. It was with great difficulty I 
made her calm enough to give me a 
a diſtinct account of what had hap- 
pened: but when ſhe had given it me, 
I had yet more difficulty to abſtain from 
lavghter. She called the whole houſe 

| 4 
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a neſt of blood-ſucking barbarians; who 
had a delign upon her life; and were 
for ſtarving her, although they had 
been enriched by the induſtry of her 
daughter. She would not ſtay a mo- 
ment longer with ſuch inhuman ſavages; 
though we ſhould go together, and beg 
our bread. She declared, that all the 
condeſcenſion in the world ſhould not 
make her alter her determination : that 
ſhe would immediately make Mr. 
Greenland acquainted with it; and ab- 
ſolutely inſiſt upon having her daugh- 
ter away from him ;.and that ſhe would 
not acknowledge me for ſuch, if I did 
not ſolemnly revenge her wrong, and 
inſtantaneouſly demand my diſmiſſion, 


This indignation was fooliſh, and 
without the leaſt foundation : but it 
was not my buſineſs to ſhow my 
diſapprobation of it : becauſe I ſhould 


then have oppoled my own deſign. 
I 
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J looked upon her violent reſent- 
ment, as a favourable ſtroke of for- 
tune; who was executing my ad- 
vantage, out of the weakneſs of 
my. mother. If I omitted this op- 
portunity, I was afraid I ſhould 


not find ſuch another. There was 


no occaſion for me to charge Mr, 
Greenland with a fault ; which was in- 


conliſtent with his generous character: 


neither needed I to defend him, at the 
expence, perhaps, of my own conveni- 
ence. I affected a perfect neutrality for 
cach party. I ſuffered my mother to give 
way to her anger: and I anxioully 
waited for its effects. They correſpond- 
ed exactly with my wiſhes. Mr. Green- 
land, ſtung to the quick, with a cenſure 
he had not deſerved, in the warmth of 
his replies, loſt fight of decorum. His 
reproaches were followed by the ſtill more 
illiberal ſarcaſms of his domeſtics; 
who, envying my good fortune in 

the 


1 & TIS SS. wht 


the company, were glad to have 
any hold againſt me; though even 
through my mother's fault. 


The fire was now thoroughly lighted : 
and a ſmall ſpark had produced a flame. 
My mother, now throwing aſide all 
reſtraint, and reaſon, diſcharged a volley 
of that acrinomious abuſe, ſuch as the 
. rabble in the ſtreet beſpatter each other 
with. Thus I, to ſupport the charac- 
ter of a daughter, was obliged to take 
the part of a mother; whoſe phrenzy 
had now made her act contrary to the 
reſolves of her calmer humour; and 
opened me the way to liberty. Thus, 
in ſhort, had the tumult got to ſuch a 
head, that Mr. Greenland, to the ſecret 
ſatisfaction of all the reſt, acquainted 
me, that I muſt either ger rid of my mo- 
ther, or provide myſelf employment in 
ſome other company, as ſoon as the 


Carnival was over. For, at that time, 
I 
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I might depend on being diſcharged 
out of the company : and, therefore, 
I mult take care to provide for mylelt 
in ſome _ 


A more favourable 1 intimation, than 
this, could not have been given me: 
for it was juſt the thing I wanted. How 
traly may we remark, that fortune 
makes us her paſtime: flying from us 
when we purſue her; and purſuing us 
when we fly from her! What would 


I not have given, a few moments be- 


fore, to have obtained this diſmiſſion! 
And yet, a whimſical accident brought 
it about for me, when J had leaſt ex- 


pectation of it. I accomodated myſelf 


to my circumſtances. I aſſumed an air 
of concern; and told him, I was ſorry 
we ſhould come to a rupture, for ſuch 
a trifle. But I took care to quicken my 


gentleneſs with two or three poignant 


expreſſions, that might bring us mu- 
tually 
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tually under a neceſſity of parting. My 
mother exulted, at feeing herſelf ſup- 
ported, and vindicated: and all that 
day I was her dear daughter ; whom ſhe 
would never leave; and whoſe will ſhe 
would never contradict, I could lay 
little ſtreſs upon her ſteadineſs; and, 
therefore, my firſt care was to avail my- 
felf of her preſent diſpoſition, which was 
fo favourable to the execution of my 
deſign. I immediately fent a letter to 
Lord B ; and informed him of my 
ſituation: and my mother did not maxe 
the leaſt ſcruple to carry it in perſon; 
that ſhe might have the pleaſure of re- 
venging herſelf, What weight her elo- 
quence added to my writing, I know 
not: but the iſſue of that embaſſy was 
as fayourable to my deſires, as I could 
have wiſhed. About two hours after, 
he ſent me for anſwer, that there was a 
lodging ready for me, to which I might 
repair when I pleaſed ; that I ſhould 

Vor. I. — there 
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there be ſupplied. with every conveni- 
ence: and that, as ſoon as the Carnival 
was-over, I might depend upon being 
employed, on good terms, in the com- 
pany at Naples, 


I had juſt got to the point I wiſhed 


for. But, in the ſtep I was going to 


make, it was my buſineſs to avoid ap- 
pearances; for on them depends the opi- 


nion of the world: and they who neg- 


lect it, only live to diſcredit themſelves. 
Since the world will be deceived, we 
mult deceive it: and its eſteem coſts 


but little, when it only coſts an innocent 
fraud. Indeed, it often obliges us to 


oppoſe and thwart our paſſions : but 
this internal controul, by degrees, 
brings theſe ſovereigns of our will un- 
det our ſubjection. It is impoſſible to 
Pleaſe every one. However, to ſhow 
that we are diſpoſed to give univerſal 


ſatisfaction, is ſo eaſy a matter, that it 


depends 
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depends entirely on ourſelves. I own, 
the world is ſo bold, that it preſumes 
to judge even of our very thoughts. 
But, as it paſſes ſentence only from ex- 
ternal appearances, it is a judge whom 
we ought not to fear: becauſe it 1s al- 
ways ſubject to be miſled, by the arti- 
fice of a lie. 


Thoſe reflections, which even at that 
time had a good deal of influence over 
my mind, made me very cautious in 
my preſent circumſtances ; and deter- 
mined me not to ſacrifice the good opi- 
nion of others to a giddy paſſion. I 
was now under a neceſſity of taking a 
ſtep, which I had been ſo deſirous of 
having in my power: but, at the {ame 
time, I thought it behoved me to ſeem 
unwilling to go away, that I might not 
expoſe my ſecret motives to public cen- 
ſure. On my mother's return, I went 
to my maſter, almoſt yith tears in my 
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eyes, and told him, that, as it was his 
pleaſure, I was ready to obey him; and 
leave his houſe immediately, with my 
mother. I added, that my ſervices were, 
however, entitled to ſome reward; that, 
without it, I ſhould be at a loſs how to 
ſupport myſelf in town that I believed 
him too equitable to refuſe it me; but 
that. on the other hand, I was too much 
obliged to him to preſcribe any mea- 
ſure to his bounty ; that whatever he 
ſhould be pleaſed to give me, would be 
ſuperior to my deſerts, and only correſ- 
pondent to his generous diſpoſition. 


I had foreſeen, that Mr. Greenland's 
reſentment would ſubſide ; and that he 
would never carry thoſe extremes into 
execution; which, no doubt, he thought 
that I, on my part, would rather endea- 
vour to evade than promote, He an- 
ſwered me ſomewhat ſurprized, and 
with more than uſual gravity, —that he 

nor 
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was not an indiſcreet man: that there 
was no occaſion to precipitate a reſolu- 
tion which might carry along with it 
very bad conſequences :—that my mo- 
ther was a groſs fool ;—and, he was ex- 
tremely ſorry I ſhould ſuffer on her 
account :—that I ſhould ſeriouſly ad- 
moniſh her, and endeavour to bring her 
to decency, and reaſon :—however, if 
I thought it beſt to part from him, to 
give my enemies an opportunity of 
laughing at me, and to make myſelf the 
public talk, I might act as I choſe; for 
he did not want to put any reſtraint on 
my inclinations, or liberty. 


This was beating a retreat, from a dan- 
gerous attack, without hazarding the 
honour of victory : but I, after the fray 
was begun, was for carrying on the 
conflict: in order to terminate the 
war. I made him a complaiſant re- 
ply; and left him, with a reſolution 

1,041 to 
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depart immediarely from his houſe : 
| | where, if I ſtayed a moment longer, I 
. foreſaw, that my unthinking mother, 
1 would have ingloriouſly capitulated, 
| | and ſurrendered, 
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CMA. . 


New Benefits conferred on Roſara, by 
Lord B— The ridiculous Be- 


baviour of ber Mother gives ber great 
Uneaſineſs. 


PALERMO was, that very day, full 

of the adventure; and, how much 
ſoever they might blame my mother, 
they were far from being ſevere upon 
me, for forming ſuch a a haſty and de- 
termined reſolution, in her defence. 
Mr. Greenland was charged with im- 
prudence, for having involved a daugh- 
ter in the fault of her mother ; from 
whom he had reaſon to expect ſuch 
great advantage, The world was pre- 
judiced in my behalf: and, when the 
world 1s prejudiced, we are not to ex- 


If peck 
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pect, that the opinion will be formed 
upon right reaſon, When we are high 
in public favour, arguments are found 
to juſtify all our defects. Scarce any 
will own themſelves deceived in their 
opinion: for there are few, who are 
ſuch tenacious friends to truth, and of 
ſuch a noble nature, as to confeſs their 
errors, without a bluſh. We are obſti- 
nate, to a degree, in ſupporting our 
molt indigeſted notions ; even in ſpite 
of demonſtration ; and, in our gloomy 
ſplenetic arrogance, we inſiſt upon our 
infallibility. When we have once ob- 
tained the admiration of the world, the 
world continues to ſupport us; not ſo 
much to preſerve our credit, as to juſ- 
tify its own capricious taſte. | 


As the public was won over to my 
fade, by the approbation of a few, who, 
perhaps, had been more influenced by 
novelty, and fancy, than reaſon, it in- 


liſted, 
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ſiſted, that I had acted, in this affair, 


juſt as I ought; and threatned Mr. 


Greenland with a thouſand inconvent- 
ences, and loſſes, for having parted with 
me: as if I had been the ſupport of the 
company; which, however, afterwards, 
although I was out of it, made a great 
noiſe, wherever it went. How are we 
blinded, by a preſumptuous confidence, 
in our own judgment! The public 
knows no medium: and eaſily falls into 
the extreme, of an enthuſiaſtic adora- 
tion, or brutal outrage. Notwithſtand- 
ing the force of ſelf-adulation, ] muſt 
own, I think the company loſt nothing 
by my leavingit: and yet, to believe 
the public clamour, there was no fur- 
ther ſubſiſtence for it, without me. 
Thanks to Heaven! I knew myſelf. 
However, the favourable judgment of 
the world was of great ſervice to me; 
as it rendered Mr. Greenland muctz 
more obſtinate, againſt attempting a re- 
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union; and kept the ſecret reaſons, why 
J left him, entirely concealed from pub- 
lic view. k 


T paſſed the reſt of the Carvinal in a 
ſtate of tranquility, which I had never 
known before. I found, during that 


time, I had no more than what was 


barely neceſſary to ſupport me : bur, in 


a a few days after, thro' the bounty of 


Lord B-—, I had even a ſuperfluity. 
T was abundantly provided with what- 
ever my vanity could wiſh for : but I 
had the prudence to make no parade 
with it: for my former companions had 
already raiſed ſurmiſes, even from my 
fimpler manner of dreſs, which tended 


to my diſhonour. I put equal reſtraint 


upon myſelf, in receiving viſits from 
the Count, my patron ; which, at that 
time, my ſenſe of reputation only made 
me avoid. How dear ſoever his pre- 
ſence was to me how much ſoever it 

was 
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was my intereſt to keep alive his affec- 
tion for me, I was determined the 
world ſhould not have room to imbitter 
my private hopes with its malignity. I 
might have pronounced myſelf content 


in my new ſituation, if my mother had 
not frequently diſturbed me, with her 


extravangancies. Inſtead of being a 
help to me, as mothers in general are, 
to people of my profeſſion, ſne was an 
inſupportable trouble to me: nor durſt 
Lallay the pain ſhe _ me, * lame n- 
tation. 


I would have defied the moſt prudent: 
woman in the world to have kept her 
quiet. As if ſhe had entirely forgotten 
her late condition, I could: not prevent: 
her, with all my care and aſſiduity, from 
continually. repiniag at her preſent ſtate. 


Agitated with fretfulneſs, to a degree of 
frenzy, ſhe ſcarce ſaw a pin about me, 


without envying me the uſe of it. It 
f K 6 _ 
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was a continual mortification to me, 
that, whenever Lord B made me 
a preſent, ſhe had the boldneſs to tell 
him, that a great deal of pother was 
made about me; but that ſhe was never 
taken into conſideration, Generous 
man that he was! he never needed to 
be twice upbraided in that manner !— 
and I had the mortification of ſeeing 
him, every day, put to double expence, 
to keep an inconſiderate wretch eaſy; 
who had not ſenſe enough to meaſure 
her claims by her ſtation, and age. 


When I called to mind, in what a 
trim ſhe at firſt preſented herſelf to my 
view, on her arrival from Rome. I 
could not but laugh at ſeeing her ſtuck 
out with ornaments, that blazened their 
own impropriety. It was in vain to 
repreſent to her that delicacy, which the 
world exacts, in our preſervation of a 


good name; becauſe ſhe was inſolent 
| and 


A ACTRESS. 20; 


and incorrigible in her humour. The 
more ſimple I was in my apparel, the 
more reſerved I was in my converſation; 
the more gallant and gay ſhe affected 


to appear, and the more ſhe made her- 


ſelf the ſubje& of ridicule, It was ex- 
tremely droll, to ſee a woman, who had 
never known what dreſs was before, 
wrinkled with age, ſtand for an hour, at 
a glaſs, to adjuſt her ſyſtem of Dutch 


magnificence. 


She often uſed to appear in one 
of my roſe· coloured negligees, pre- 
poſterouſly tucked up, with a black 
cardinal, and a velvet capuchin upon 
that; with rows of Dreſden ruffles on 
her arms; and a riding-hat, in the 
Engliſh taſte, upon her head; ſeeming 
to intimate, that her finery would have 
been ſtill more ſuperb, if ſhe could have 
found room for more ornaments. To 
complete her abſurdity, ſhe would often 

in 


206 MEMOIRS / 


in this heroic attire, ſtand, for hours 
together, at the door, or in the ſtreet, 
chattering with the low women of the 
neighbourhood; and entering into the 
cloſeſt familiarity with them ; forget- 
ting the dignity of her dreſs. 


It was often my misfortune to behold 
this ridiculous ſcene : nor did I get 
any ſatisfaction, by ſhowing myſelf diſ- 
pleaſed with it: for that circumſtance 
alone, made her more fond of expoſing 
herſelf, No part of her odd conduct, 
gave me ſo much uneaſineſs as this: 
though, in other reſpects, ſhe often gave 
me a great deal of trouble. We never 
could find any thing we wanted, if ſhe 
had happened tb lay it by. If I remon- 
ſtrated againſt this negligence, in the 
gentleſt manner, ſhe would tell me, that 
ſhe was not my ſervant; and that if I 
had a mind to have things donc, in my 
way, I ſhould do them myſelf. In 

ſhort, 
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ſhort, though my circymſtances were 
now favourable in the main, I had yet 
my diſcontent. Such is the fluctuating, 
imperfect lot of mortality: and no 
human prudence can foreſee ſuch acci- 
dents, or exempt itſelf from them, 


The Carnival, at laſt, ended : and 
Mr. Greenland's company was prepar- 
ing to leave Palermo: where I had but 


a few days longer to ſtay, before I ſet 


off to Naples, to. enter upon my new 
employment. I went and wiſhed Mr. 
Greenland a good journey : but I did 
not wait on him, purely with a view to 
pay him a compliment; but, only, 
to hear what he would ſay to me; and 
ſee what recompenſe he would make 
me for my ſervice. From the time of 
our parting, he had allowed. me a ducat 
aday : but I thought I was yet entitled 
to ſomething more. He received me 
with uncommon reſerve : not a word 


was 
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was ſpoken about the watch : becauſe 
Mrs, Foreſta was more ' pleaſed with 
the notion of having me at a diſtance 
from her, than if he had given her atrea- 
ſure. He made a polite return to my 
compliments : but I took my leave of 
him empty-handed, and without the 
leaſt hope that he would give me any 
thing before his departure. But, in 
this I was miftaken : for he came, 
next day, to return my viſit : and, as 
my good fortune would have it, Lord 
B—— was with me, at the time; and 
his preſence ſaved me the pain of hear- 
ing, or retorting, any diſagreeable ex- 
preſſions. Before he took his leave of 
me, he put into my hand fifty chequins, 
deſiring me to accept of them, as a ſmall 
teſtimony of his gratitude, and obliga- 
tions. I thanked him, in terms of e- 
qual complaiſance: and thus we parted, 
never to meet again. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Greenland, and his company, 
left Palermo, a few days after, but I 
could not have found in my heart to 
leave my beneficent patron ſo ſoon, had 
not the conſideration of his tenderneſs 
to his mother, and a regard for my own 
reputation, obliged me to haſten my de- 
parture. There are few things, that 
can be concealed from the eyes of the 
world. My leparation from the com- 
pany had made ſcme noiſe in Palermo, 
There is an idle ſet of people, who ſpend 
moſt of their time in prying into the 
origin of thoſe accidents, which furniſh 
their empty heads with topics of diſ- 
courſe. Lord B 's partiality for 
me was but too vi ſible. His viſits were 
believed to be more frequent, than, in 
fact, they were: for, on ſuch occaſions, 
the cenſorious, from one time, infer a 
thouſand. Our connexion was ſo much 
talked of, that it was, at length, whil- 


pered to his mother; who was ex- 
5 tremely 
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tremely difguſted at it. She was one 
of the moſt exemplary ladies in the 
country : but, at the ſame time, one of 
thoſe rigid, antique matrons, who are 
always running out in the praiſe of paſt 
times; and in exclamations againſt the 
| preſent; though they are not at all ac- 
quainted with its manners. Many of 
theſe kind of ladies, however, abandon 
the world, only becauſe they perceive 
it abandons them: and they abandon 
it, ſoured with diſcontent; which makes 

them always ſpeak ill of it afterwards, 
Nay, women betake themſelves even to 
ſolitude, from a vaindeſire to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from others, by retirement, 
and devotion, when they can no longer at- 
tract notice, by the flower of youth, and 


beauty. A vanity of this kind is incu- \ 


rable : becauſe the cloak of rigid vir- 
tue, which it wears, takes from it every 
appearance of vice; and ſkreens it from 


the cenſure of the world. l 
heart. | | 
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I do not ſay, that the mother of Lord 
B was a perſon of this kind: be- 
cauſe I did not know her ſufficiently to 
pronounce upon her. I ſhall only ſay 
that ſhe paſſed, in Palermo, for a para- 
gon, of retired life : and, that it was the 
intereſt of the Count, her ſon, to pay a 
nice deference to her opinions. As ſhe 
was abſolute miſtreſs of a large dowry, 
and a fine eſtate, ſhe kept him continu- 
ally upon his guard; leſt ſhe ſhould diſ- 
poſe of her wealth, in favour of ſome 
other perſon. He was the apple of her 
eye: but ſhe had her maternal tender- 
neſs ſo much under command, that ſhe 
did not make the leaſt diſcovery of it to 
him, on any occaſion. Lady A 


my Lord's only ſiſter, had a young ſon, 
who was the delight, and chief amuſe- 
ment of his grandmother. Whether 
the artful old lady was at all fond of this 
child, or whether ſhe pretended more 


love for it than ſhe really had, certain it 
is, 
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is, this rival made the Count more aſſi- 
duous to pleaſe his mother, to ſtrength- 
en his pretenſions to the inheritance. 


His regard for me was a dangerous 
rock ; which kept him, every moment, 
in fear of ſhipwreck. There were not 
wanting idle tattlers, to inform his mo- 


ther of the frequent viſits he made me; 


for which, he had her ſevere reproofs. 
This alarmed. him, and put him upon 
haſtening my departure from Palermo, 
He ſoothed me with all poſlible tender- 
neſs, at the time he propoſed it; and 
aſſured me, that he would viſit me at 
Naples, as ſoon as he could get the leaſt 
pretence for going thither. When 1 
parted with him, I thought I was tori, 
from myſelf. Notwithſtanding the ſo- 


lemn proteſtations of his love, which 


he renewed, J was not ſecure, and at 
eaſe: for, I could not think myſelt, in 
any degree, worthy of {uch good for- 

tune, 
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tune. How could I then imagine that 
I ſhould have many ſtorms to encounter 
before our next meeting! Hapleſs mor- 
tals, that we are! could our bounded 
views preſage the future, the moſt gol- 
den moments of our life, would be a 
prey to mental torments |! 


- 
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Account of the Company of Comedians, at 
Naples. - 


HEN arrived at Naples, Lord 
B—'s letters had got thither be- 

fore me; and recommended me very 
warmly to the company of players, Ir 
was agreed upon, that I ſhould begin 
with inferior characters; and ſuch as 
were beſt ſuited to my age, and inex- 
perience. As I was totally unpractiſed 
in the art, I ſtood much in need of 
inſtruction ; and, indeed, it was given 
me with all poſſible aſſiduity, and can- 
dour. So that this company entirely 
belied the ignominious character of 
their profeſſion, I ſpeak in this man- 
ner, becauſe all the players, I had 
hitherto known, made me form a very 
poor 


/ 
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poor opinion of this way of life. Italy 


was over-run with hungry, ſtrolling 
companies, who, without abilities, or 
education, impoſed upon the fimpli- 
city of the vulgar; and lived pro- 
fuſcly, at their expence. Every art 
has it's beginning, middle ſtate, and 
perfection. To ſpeak to a large com- 
pany, met together for their enter- 
tainment, 1s, certainly, a very difficult 
matter. For, muſt not it require very 
uncommon talents to call forth, to put in 
action, to be an abſolute lord over the 
human affections? There was a time 
(I have been told, by thoſe, who were 
well acquainted with the ſubject) when 
dramatical repreſentation was in the 
hands of a few geniuſes, of whom na- 
ture had been very ſparing in every age. 


But nature was, of late, in the eye of 


ſelf-conceit, ſo fruitful of theſe pro- 
digies, that every plebeian, of the moſt 


abject education, if he could only ar- 
ticulate, 
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ticulate, and repeat words like a par- 
rot, arrogated to himſelf the reſpect- 
able name of an actor; and profaned 
the ſtage with his inſipid, unmeaning 
fing-ſong. | 


I myſelf, likewiſe, had ſeen ſuch 
buffoonery, and ſtupidity of action, 
upon the ſtage, as excited contempt, 
and pity. Accounts were, frequently, 
given me, ſo little favourable to that 
profeſſion, that I had conceived as deſ- 
picable an opinion of it, as of jugglers, 
and mountebanks. I can, with plea- 
ſure, truly ſay, I have obſerved, that, 
with regard to this object, as well as 
others, a general rule undergoes it's 
exceptions that, even amongſt play- 
ers, there were companies jealous of 
their reputation: and that the Italian 
theatre might hope for great improve- 
ments, if the influence of our good 


Italian actors was once a little more 
diffuſed, 
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diffuſed, The obſervation, that every 
merchant praiſes his own wares, has no 
place here: nor am ] for praiſing, at 
all events, the company in which I my- 
ſelf acquired ſome reputation. My 
words are animated with a ſpirit of 
truth; and juſtified by the univerſal 
ſuffrage of Italy. I need not name the 
head of this company: he is ſufficient- 
ly known: nor is it to be ſuppoſed, 
that I ſhould have the audacity to lie, 
concerning a perſon, with whom the 
public is well acquainted. If I ſpeak 
well of the company, I do it but juſ- 
tice : and let thoſe of my readers, who 
are thoroughly acquainted with it, de- 
termine, whether or no, I ſtick to 
truth in the minute deſcription, which 
I am here going to give of it, 


The company of Mr. Marbell (fo 
I think proper to name him, for many 
good reaſons) was made up of eight 
Vol. I. L prin- 
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principal perſons : the reſt are not worth 
my taking any particular notice of, 
The firſt woman was ſweet in her tem- 
per; ſweeter yet, in her manner of 
ſpeaking; but moſt raviſhingly ſweet, 
In her expreſſion of the paſſions. She 
was of a ſickly conſtitution; of a 
diſpoſition correſpondent to the infer- 
mities of her body; that is to ſay, 
melancholy, and pathetic : all her at- 
tention was engroſſed by the theatre, 
to which ſhe had been bred; and for 
which ſhe had ſo great an affection, 
that by hindering her from acting you 
would have thrown her into a fever. 
I may truly ſay, that this was her pre- 
dominant paſſion. It was the ſame 
with the reſt of the women. Inſtead 
of being adicted to idle curioſity, ſcan- 
dal, vanity, or intrigue; they devo- 
ted themſelves wholly to the purſuit 
of their profeſſion. This ſeemed to 
promiſe, that the art of- playing, had 

| | made, 
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made, or would make a great progreſs 
in a ſhort time. 


The character of the ſecond was ex- 
preſsly formed, by nature, to be op- 
poſed to that of the firſt; and to give 
that ſame force, and life to the drama, 
which colours, and ſhades, give to the 
pictures of the bet maſters. In pro- 
portion, as the one was tender, and 
melting, the other was haughty, and 
majeſtic : but with all her majeſty ſhe 
was not deaf to the ſoft whiſpers of 
love. Her make was as firm, and ro- 
buſt, as the others was genteel, and 
ſlender. Her voice was as ſtrong, and 
ſonorous, as the others was languiſh - 
ing, and gentle. They were both en- 
 dowed with a happy memory; and they 
were both puſhed on 'to excellence by 
a warm, and generous emulation, 


„ 2 


4 
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The huſband of the laſt mentioned 


perſon,, uſed to play the part of a 


lover; and nature. had given him ta- 
lents that would have made him an ex- 
cellent orator, if he had beſtowed upon 


them the diligence they | deſerved. 


Why he did not apply himſelf as he 
ought, I know not; for he might have 
applied himſelf much more: and who- 


ever takes no care to complete himſelf 
in his- profeſſion, to the utmoſt of his 
power, has no right to repine, if his 


talents are not cheriſhed with applauſe. 


There are none without their defects: 


and my friend muſt not be offended, 


if I write my ſentiments of him; ſince 


I only write them for his good. Be- 


ſides, I do not unite any thing that 
throws a ſtain upon his moral character. 


A. young man of an engaging 4 


pect, a harmonious voice, of an eaſy 


graceful manner, and great vivacity, 


played 
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played the part of pantaloon : he had 
talents that gained him applauſe, and 
qualities which made him beloved. 
Friendly, and generous, even beyond 
his circumſtances; bold, enterprizing,, 
and all ardour, no leſs for his own ho- 
nour, than for the intereſt of the ſocie- 
ty. The clown was a maſter of his 
part; and truly admirable in many 
characters very different from that in 
which he generally appeared. Poſſeſſ- 
ed of a ſtrong, and flexible voice, and. 
with the utmoſt energy of expreſſian,, 
he exhibited, in himielf, ſuch oppo- 
ſite characters, that, on different even- 
ings, one could not believe him the 
ſame perſon. The other two, who: 
played harlequin, and the doctor, were 
not prodigies ; but they did very well 
well with the reſt. Complete harmony 
muſt have it's treble, and it's baſs: 
and, in every ſociety, ſome of it's mem— 
| * 11 bers 
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bers muſt be people of n quali- 


_ fications. 


Mr. Marbell, the head, and director 
of the company, generally took the 
firſt part: but he excelled, particular- 
ly, in repreſenting the moſt groteſque, 
and ridiculous originals. In this ta- 


lent he had not, and will not, readily 
have his equals. His very figure, 
and voice, contributed not a little to 


make him excel in ſuch characters. He 


applied himſelf to ſtudy, as much as 


the multiplicity of his affairs would 
permit: and he was well acquainted 


with polite learning, to which the ge- 
nerality of his profeſſion are altogether 


ſtrangers. . Hence he underſtood the 
full force of the words he was to re- 
peat; and the action with which they 
ſhould be accompanied. But theſe 
were his inconſiderable qualifications, 
when we compare them with his pru- 

Rat dent, 
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dent, and honourable conduct. Ima- 
gine to yourſelves, a ſociety of perſons, 
highly untractable by difference of 
country, inclinations, and manners; 
and they would not be ſo tickliſh, and 
difficult to manage as a company of 
commedians. All the ties of intereſt, 
friendſhip, and blood, are, frequently 
not ſufficient to keep them united. 
Every one fancies himſelf neceſſary to 
the ſubſiſtence of the reſt; and, there- 
fore, he aſpires, either to be a Pompey, 
or a Cæſar; without a ſuperior, or 
without an equal. Regardleſs of fu- 
ture conſequences, and emboldened 
with the notion of their own merit, if 
they happen to meet with a ſpurt of 
applauſe, they grow immediately diſ- 
contented, and inſatiable. Diſcord, 
punctilio, conteſt, are the foul of their 
aſſociation : and they think themſelves 
idle, and neglectful of their rights, if 
they are not always complaining of 

| L 4 theis 
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their governor.——— Then they are 
ſo full of ridiculous prejudices with 
regard to the laws, and cuſtoms of 
their profeſſion, that they make every 
trifle a matter of ſtate; and they would 


rather ſacrifice bread, and life itfelf, 


than give up atittle of thoſe privileges, 
which commonly have no better foun- 
dation than theit vanity, and igno- 
'rance, | | | 


It muſt, however, be acknowledged 
that Mr. Marbell was quite maſter of 
his buſineſs; and managed a ſet of theſe 
fantaſtic people with ſo much modera- 


tion, and prudence, that his players 


Jived together like ſo many brothers. 
They were zealous, and vigilant, to 
the higheſt degree; for the honour, 
and imereft of their maſter; and he 
was no leſs anxious, and careful to keep. 


them content. Fired with a noble de- 


ben, 
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ſign, which entitles him to a place in 
' theſe memoirs, and in the memory of 
poſterity ; the deſign of raiſing the Ita- 
lian ſtage from the vile, and abject 
ſtate, in which it had been ſunk, for 
many ages; he did not ſpare, when he 
firſt arranged his plan, any prepara- 
tives, that might tend, however ſlow- 
ly, to effect his laudable intention, 
Beſides encouraging the poets by ho- 
nburable rewards, to bring back the 
ancient good taſte to the theatre, he 
was the firſt, who was inſtrumental in 
aboliſhing thoſe ridiculous laws, and 
cuſtoms which are deſtructive of dra- 
matical compoſition. 


He ſaw, that it was impoſſible for 
players to be good, while confined 
within the limits of the poetical art; 
and, at the ſame time, for players to 
be ſatisfied. Each would not only have 
the farſt part, but. his preſumption often 

blinds 
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blinds him, to ſuch a degree, that he 
would have the part which was exactly 
; moſt oppolite to his particular talents, 
Heaven forefend that a theatical dame, 
or hero ſhould: fo far ſink beneath their 
.dignity, as to ſuffer the plot of the 
Piece to turn upon an inferior charac- 
ter, and an inferiour player. Actors 
often diſlike to take odious characters; 
as if they ſhould be hurt by the poeti- 
cal created averſion of the public, 
without reflecting that we ealily, and 
neceſſarily diſtinguiſh betwixt the tem- 
porary character, and the real man. 
Nay, ſuch is ſometimes the ſtupidity of 
thoſe human machines, that they play 

a part with reluctance, becauſe they 
know not it's real ſpirit, and tendency : 
and are afterwards obliged to own, that 
they really underſtood it not; and were 
ſurprized to find it applauded. 


Should 


vt 
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Should we examine all the preten- 
ſions of players, we ſhould find, that 
if they were paid regard to, every thea- 
trical piece would be written in a rude, . 
Gothic taſte, or formed on the ſame 
model. What does a principal actreſs 
loſe by repreſenting a mother upon the 
ſtage, though, perhaps, ſhe is an un- 
married young woman, when every 
body knows, that as ſoon as the cur- 
tain falls, ſhe is as much a maid, and 
as blooming, as ſhe was before ? Does 


a ſecond-rate player, loſe any of her 


merit, becauſe ſhe is treated as an old 
woman for an hour or two, in fiction, 
or in ſport ? Do not we all know at the 
end of the comedy, that ſhe is till 
young enough to have her gallants ? 
How many idle murmurs, and com- 
plaints did J hear, which would have en- 
tirely ruined Mr, Marbell's plan, if he 
had not, with his art, and authority, 
brought his company, by degrees, to 

think 
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think more juſtly of theſe matters and 
to-diſtinguiſh themſelves ne from 
other comedians. 


I think I beſtow the higheſt eulogium 
on him, when I ſay, that he ſeems to 
have been born on purpoſe for this 
critical nndertaking ; and, if Italy is 
ſenſible, that its theatre is very much 
improved, it owes all the praiſe for that 
improvement to him; as he was the 
firſt theatrical enterprizer, who adven- 
tured ſo wiſely, and fo far. 
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